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Group head honored with humiliation
IS IT JUST me, or are 

other horsemen frustrated 
by November’s string of 
dark and gloomy days? 

Staying indoors is driv-
ing me crazy, but I guess I 
am inside by choice. 

I could be spending 
more time outdoors — if I 
wanted to be laden down 
with rain gear while I 
sloshed through the pour-
ing rain.

Fall is the time of year 
many horse associations 
hold award ceremonies and 
organizational meetings. 

A couple weekends ago 
my friend, Beth Lahren, 
and I traveled east to Lake 
Chelan where we spent the 
weekend with members of 
the Patterned Speed Horse 
Association. 

Two years ago, friend 
Pam Crosby persuaded 
me to go to a meeting. 

Her daughter and my 
niece compete in team 
events together. 

While I agreed to 
become PSHA’s Web master 
(www.patternedspeed
horse.com) and newsletter 
coordinator — I still do not 
remember saying yes — it 
was the start of steady 
e-mails between PSHA 
President Lesa Bland and 
me. 

Last year, I chose not to 
take the six-hour drive to 
the meeting. 

This year, Lesa, who has 
a fun and outgoing person-
ality, said she wanted me to 
attend so people could see 
the “face of the person who 
is doing a fantastic job on 
the Web site.”

Flattery got me there, 
and she paid for my room. 

Any organization’s suc-
cess depends on level-
headed, hardworking and 

depend-
able vol-
unteers. 

Toge-
ther, and 
with a 
shared 
keen 
sense of 
humor, 
Lesa and 
I have 
formed a 
Mutual 

Admiration Society.
Lesa began the Satur-

day evening program by 
thanking key volunteers. 

Thanking me last, she 
added: “Karen is the one 
who gives me the most 
grief.”

I took Lesa’s words as 
my cue to stand up from 
my seat and wave my 
hands in the air to get her 
attention. 

She shot me an alarmed 
look: “What’s the matter 
Karen . . . is there a fire?” 

“No . . . um,” I said as I 
gathered my gift, hidden 
with a hotel blanket. 

Speaking loudly over the 
top of the crowd I weaved 
my way through the tables 
and chairs to reach her. 

“I just want to tell this 
group I think they did a 
heck of a job by voting you 
president, because no one 
could do it better than you.” 

I stood close: “You are a 
great example of what a 
fair and motivating leader 
should be. Who else could 
get me to jump through so 
many hoops to do so much 
for them? This time I’ve got 
something for you to do for 
me.”

“What’s that Karen?”

I unveiled my gift; a 
pink hula hoop: “In front of 
everyone here I just want 
to ask you to jump through 
a hoop for me.”

With a horrified expres-
sion she tried backing away, 
stammering, “I can’t hula 
hoop. I can’t.”

Nevertheless, I handed 
her the hoop. 

She attempted one hula 
but could not swing her 
hips enough for the hoop 
to twirl. 

She tried to quit, but I 
was not about to let her off 

the hook.
“You can and you will,” I 

pointed a finger at her in a 
mock scolding manner. 

Chanting to the tune of 
“Johnny B Good,” I shouted: 
“Go! Go! Go Baby Go, Go, 
Go!” 

The group began chant-
ing the song with me, tell-
ing Lesa to “Go!” 

Demonstrating what a 
good sport she is, Lesa 
swiveled her hips, making 
several attempts to twirl 
the hula around her belly. 

She did not lie: She was 

horrible with the hula hoop. 
It was fun — she was 

fun. 
I am ready to take our 

show on the road.

Events

■ Backcountry Horse-
men Peninsula Chapter 
meetings are held the 
fourth Monday of each 
month at 6 p.m. at Clallam 
County Fairgrounds 
kitchen. 

Contact Marc Reinert-
son at almostaranch@

olympus.net.
■ BCH Buckhorn Range 

Chapter meetings are held 
the second Thursday of the 
month. 

Contact Bob Hoyle at 
360-531-2337.

________
Karen Griffiths’ column, Penin-

sula Horseplay, appears every other 
Wednesday.

If you have a horse event, clinic 
or seminar you would like listed, 
please e-mail Griffiths at horse
play.kbg@olympus.net at least two 
weeks in advance. You can also 
write Griffiths at PDN, P.O. Box 
1330, Port Angeles, WA 98362.

KATHY KRATZER

At the Patterned Speed Horse Association’s end-of-year award ceremony, which took place earlier 
this month in Lake Chelan, Peninsula Daily News columnist Karen Griffiths, right, gave association 
president Lesa Bland a hula hoop. In jest, she complained about jumping through too many hoops 
for Bland, and just this once said she wanted to see the president jump through a hoop for her.

Karen
Griffi ths

PENINSULA HORSEPLAY

Man pleads 
guilty for 
rampage

MOUNT VERNON — A 
man who killed six people, 
including a sheriff ’s dep-
uty, in a Skagit County 
shooting rampage last 
year has pleaded guilty.

The Skagit Valley Her-
ald reported Isaac Zamora 
entered the pleas to 18 
charges including murder, 
attempted murder and 
burglary on Tuesday after 
Prosecutor Rich Weyrich 
announced he would not 
seek the death penalty.

However, he pleaded 
not guilty by reason of 
insanity to two counts — 
for the deaths of Deputy 
Anne Jackson and Alger 
resident Chester Rose.

Lawyers on both sides 
are now asking that 
Zamora be committed to 
Western State Hospital 
until he is deemed men-
tally fit to be transferred 
to state prison to serve a 
life sentence.

Judge Mike Rickert is 
scheduled to issue the sen-
tence on Nov. 30.

Teacher sex case
YAKIMA — A high 

school teacher in Yakima 
who is accused of having 
sex with a 16-year-old boy 
is appealing her firing.

The East Valley School 
District said Michele Tay-
lor has asked for a hearing 
on the district’s decision to 
end her contract. 

She has been on paid 
leave since June.

The Yakima Herald-
Republic reported she had 
taught physical education 
at East Valley High School 
since 2004.

The 31-year-old is 
charged with sexual mis-
conduct and communicat-
ing with a minor for 
immoral purposes. 

Prosecutors said she 
had sex with the 16-year-
old in the back of her truck 
in a Yakima parking lot. 

Her trial is set for Dec. 
21.

Giraffe killed
SEATTLE — The Wood-

land Park Zoo in Seattle 
has killed a giraffe that 
had degenerative bone dis-
ease.

The zoo said the 
13-year-old male named 
Johari that was eutha-

nized Tuesday had chronic 
joint problems since it 
arrived in 1998 from Chey-
enne Mountain Zoo in Col-
orado Springs.

The average life expec-
tancy of giraffes in the 
wild is 10 to 15 years. 

They can live up to 25 
years in zoos.

Woodland Park has 
three remaining giraffes, a 
male and two females.

Pasco clinic OK’d
PASCO — Planned Par-

enthood of Central Wash-
ington said it is looking 
forward to opening a clinic 
in Pasco.

President Anna Franks 
said it has been a long 
time coming, after the city 
council voted to approve a 
permit, reversing a plan-
ning commission decision.

The Tri-City Herald 
reported people flooded out 
of the council chambers 
after Monday night’s 5-2 
vote, shouting, “Babies are 
a gift from the Lord, and 
you all voted to kill them 
— all except two!”

Planned Parenthood 
said no abortions will be 
performed at the Pasco 
location.

Councilman Matt Wat-

kins said the council had 
to base its decision on the 
zoning code. 

Possible protests could 
not be used as a reason to 
deny a permit.

Ninja impaled
SEATTLE — Seattle 

police said a man who 
thought he was ninja was 
impaled on a metal fence 
when he tried to leap over 
it.

An officer who was 
looking for an assault vic-
tim nearby Monday night 
heard the man screaming 
for help. 

Police supported him to 
prevent further injuries 
until medics arrived to 
take him to Harborview 
Medical Center. 

A hospital spokes-
woman said Tuesday he 
was in serious condition in 
intensive care.

Police spokeswoman 
Renee Witt wrote in a 
department Web site post-
ing that officers thought 
he might have been 
involved in the reported 
assault, but the man 
insisted he was just a 
ninja trying to clear a 4- to 
5-foot-tall fence.

The Associated Press

Briefl y: StateBriefl y: StateHomeless man 
charged for 
Seattle arson

BY GENE JOHNSON
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEATTLE — A homeless 
man with a long history of 
arson was charged Tuesday 
in a string of fires that ter-
rorized a Seattle neighbor-
hood in recent months.

King County prosecutors 
filed 11 counts of arson and 
one count of burglary 
against Kevin Swalwell, 46. 

Prosecutors said they 
will seek a sentence of more 
than 30 years — well beyond 
the standard range of nine 
to 12 years.

Swalwell, convicted of 
arson six times in the past, 
is being held on $1 million 
bail following his arrest 
near a fire at a vacant retail 
store in Shoreline early on 
Nov. 13. Investigators said 
he confessed to setting that 
fire as well as 10 of the 17 
arsons reported in the 
Greenwood neighborhood 
north of downtown over the 
previous two months.

The fires closed some 
popular businesses in the 
area, including a coffee 
shop, restaurants and a 
classical-guitar store. 

One man was burned 
when his home was set on 
fire. 

A palm print from a can 
of lighter fluid at that fire 
matched Swalwell’s, detec-
tives said.

A probable cause affida-
vit states Swalwell was seen 
at near least four of the 
fires, and he provided a 
false name when questioned 
by police near the scene of a 
photography store arson.

In a statement to inves-
tigators quoted in charging 
papers, Swalwell said he 
had been killing time riding 
on a Metro bus when he 
went to Shoreline to collect 
cigarette butts. 

He happened to walk by 
an empty building and saw 
there was a trash bin with 
cardboard in it.

“I got the cardboard out 
of the Dumpster and, and 
there was a cupboard-like 
thing in the back of the 
building and I, uh, put it in 
there and, and, uh, lit it on 
fire,” he said.

Prosecutors 
seek 30-year 
sentence
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A great way to tell the world what you’re 
thankful for this year, plus help our local 
Food Bank!

Fill out the form below and return it to the Peninsula 
Daily News by November 20th and we will publish 
your Thank-You on Thanksgiving Day for the cost of  
3 non-perishable food items or a $5 donation.

Drop off your Thank-You to: 305 W. 1st, Port Angeles
150 S. 5th Ave., Sequim or 1939 E. Sims Way, Port Townsend.

Or mail to: Say Thanks, PO Box 1330, Port Angeles, WA 98362

$9.95
ALL YOU CAN EAT! 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 

BUFFET & WAFFLE BAR

LUNCHES DAILY!

1527 E. FIRST, PORT ANGELES
OPENS 4:30PM DAILY

360-457-4113

11-Close 7 Days a Week

Celebrating our 35th year!

TWILIGHT HOUR
2:30 - 6:30

DRINKS/APPETIZERS
DISCOUNTS!

KIDS & SENIOR MENU
Kids Under 12:

MEALS HALF OFF

www.bushwhackerpa.com

EMPLOYEE OF
THE MONTH!

�

�
MARIAH BAER

FAVORITE
MENU ITEMS:
LOCAL WILD 
SALMON & 
SEAFOOD 
BUBBLE

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE!

CUP OF SOUP
W/BREAD! $2.00

FULL MENU ONLINE!

2:30 - 6:30PM
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939 Caroline, Port Angeles
Located in the Hospital Basement

IT’S CHRISTMAS AT THE GIFT SHOP!

Holiday Show
for holiday, home, or friends

Nov. 20 & 21
Wendel Room

Take West elevator to the basement 
and follow signs

9am til 5pm

WOOD PELLETS

99122257

LEE’S CREEK LANDSCAPE MATERIALS
2532 HWY 101 EAST, PORT ANGELES

SOIL • BARK • SHEDS & MORE
457-SOIL

AT
LA

S
PREMIUMFREE DELIVERY!
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