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Mondavi is not a fan of 
the big wines of 15 or even 
16 percent alcohol — “It’s 
like a wine cocktail.”

As for the boutique win-
eries that have sprung up, 
making very small amounts 
of very expensive wines, he 
thinks they do “a terrific job” 
but can’t help but smile at 
some of the extremes of the 
ultra-premium wine world.

“A $1,500 bottle of wine?” 
he says, shaking his head 
and laughing.

Back when Mondavi 
began his career, $1,500 
would buy you a lot more 
than a bottle.

Family patriarch Cesare 
Mondavi brought the family 
to California in the 1920s 
and worked in the wine 
business for two decades 
before buying Charles Krug 
in 1943.

Cost of the 147-acre prop-
erty: $75,000. Today, a single 
acre of prime Napa Valley 
land can sell for double that.

Krug, founded in 1861 by 
Prussian immigrant Charles 
Krug, was the Napa Valley’s 
first commercial winery and 

plans are under way to cele-
brate the 150th anniversary. 

Renovations are nearly 
complete at the original 
winery — a gracious stone 
building that still has one of 
the original, towering red-
wood tanks on display.

Back in the 1940s those 
tanks were in full use. 

After the Mondavis 
bought Charles Krug, they 
went to work reviving the 
business.

World War II was fol-
lowed by a downturn that 
led the family to think about 
selling one of the labels, but 
they hung on. 

“Thank God we didn’t 
sell anything, especially the 
CK,” Mondavi says now 
with a laugh.

In 2009, sales of CK Mon-
davi — featuring varietals 
such as chardonnay and 
cabernet sauvignon for $6 to 
$8 a bottle — were up 14 
percent as of the fiscal year 
ending in August, says Marc 
Mondavi, who oversees that 
side of the business.

Higher priced wines have 
struggled everywhere and 
even though the Charles 
Krug brands are reasonable 

by Napa standards, starting 
at $18, the family has been 
able to maintain, but not 
improve sales, says Peter 
Mondavi Jr.

As amicable partners in 
the family business, Peter 
Jr. and Marc Mondavi have 
pulled off something their 
father and uncle couldn’t. 

Peter and Robert Mon-
davi clashed frequently over 
the latter’s ambitious plans 
for the winery. 

Matters came to a head 
with a fistfight.

 “When it was all over, 
there were no apologies and 
no handshake,” Robert 
Mondavi wrote in his auto-
biography, Harvests of Joy.

A bitter court battle 
ended with Robert founding 
his namesake winery in 
1966, going on to become a 
famous champion of Napa 
Valley wines. Peter Mon-
davi ran Charles Krug.

Over time, the brothers 
reconciled, something that 
was commemorated in 2005 
when they made wine 
together for the 25th anni-
versary of the Napa wine 
auction.

By that time, the Robert 
Mondavi Corp. had been 
sold to New York-based 
Constellation Brands, 
derailed by intense compe-
tition and a wine glut.

Charles Krug remains in 
family hands, with no plans 
to change that.

Looking at the present 
troubles, Mondavi isn’t 
expecting a quick turn-
around.

“Let’s face it. Sales are 
not there. The economy’s not 
there. I say until the unem-
ployment is resolved they’re 
going to have troubles.”

The truth is, a family 
winery doesn’t make for a 
big profitable investment, 
says Mondavi

But it is a livelihood.

Wine: Small boutiques

I WAS STUPID, again. 
Were it not for the GFI, or 
ground-fault circuit inter-
rupter outlet, my haphaz-
ardness could have 
resulted in my horse 
receiving a deadly electri-
cal shock. 

During the summer, I 
made some changes to the 
property, including the 
location of water troughs. 

Unfortunately, I didn’t 
get around to completing 
my winter-watering setup. 

When freezing weather 
arrived and I plugged in 
my stock-tank de-icers, 
part of the electric exten-
sion cord running through 
the pasture was left 
exposed to the horses.

Indy, my big bay who 
likes to play with and put 
his mouth on anything he 
can find decided to amuse 
himself with the cord. 

He bit down on it. 
The weather at the time 

was alternating rain and 
snow. 

It took little effort for 
Indy’s teeth to touch and 
expose the wire. 

Thankfully, since I had 
plugged it into a GFI outlet 
he only received a brief, 
minor shock. 

It could have been 
worse. Like I said, I was 
stupid. 

An easy fix was to run 
the extension cord inside 
PVC pipe, keep the pipe as 
hidden as possible, and 
squirt it with bitter “No 
Chew” doggie spray.

Always the character, 
Indy’s given me much joy 
for most of his seven years. 

Last summer, he threw 
a couple of quick tantrums, 
the power of such left me 
lying flat on the ground. 

Since then, I’ve been 
telling him I was upset 
with him for hurting me, 
and it was his job to keep 
me safe — plus he got 
more training from my 
neighbor, Jeanne Wolfe 
Johnson.

Well, I’m not sure if it 
was my firm words, or 
Jeanne’s training, or both. 

But for the first time, 

late last 
month Indy 
didn’t react 
by spring-
ing up, 
down and 
sideways 
when I put 
my foot in 
the stirrup 
in an 
attempt to 

climb in the saddle with a 
loose cinch. 

As the saddle slipped to 
his side I saw him plant 
his feet firmly on the 
ground, and with a 
resolved look that seem to 
say, “I’m standing still so 
she won’t fall.” 

Either that or he was 
too shocked to move after 
taking a bite out of the 
electrical cord.

4-H news

I’m excited to share the 
news that last November, 
Jeanne, along with hus-
band Larry Johnson, and 
assistant Krystal Braise, 
started a new 4-H group, 
Mane Attraction, in 
Sequim. 

Her group gets the ben-
efit of being taught by a 
professional trainer (with 
her own indoor arena) who 
also knows what it’s like to 
be a 4-H youth.

So far, members Gabby 
Fors, Justine Roads, 
Taylor Roads, Brianna 
Albright, Emma 
Albright, Rachel Hen-
dry, Jolene Millsap, 
Joslyn Millsap, Tidjra 
Tolliver, Christina 
Overby, Jadyn Overby, 
Emma Barrell and Shan-
non Robins have per-
formed some community 
service by hosting a Christ-
mas party at Olympic Med-
ical Center.

Mane Attraction meet-
ings focus on planning 
work days and horse shows 
at the Jeanne’s barn, fund-
raisers, field trips and com-
munity service. They are 
looking forward to partici-

pating in Clallam County 
Fair in August.

“Now is an extremely 
important time to support 
4-H,” said Jeanne, noting 
that other counties are 
closing their 4H programs 
due to lack of interest.

“Our goal is to get peo-
ple fired up about 4-H 
again and to spread the 
word how important the 
program is for youths.”

She remembers, during 
her 4-H years, there were 
so many youths in horse 
4-H there was a waiting list 
to get a horse stall at fair.

“Now the leaders are 
bringing horses out of pas-
tures to fill stalls because 
of the lack of kids — and 
we want to put a stop to 
that,” said Jeanne. 

“As a leader I want to 
make 4-H fun and interest-
ing, along with teaching 
the kids skills and have life 
experiences they will look 
back on positively in their 
life.”

She doesn’t want any 
kids to feel left out or over-
looked. 

In fact, even if a child 
doesn’t know how to ride or 
have a horse, Jeanne, like 
most 4-H leaders, can help 
find a horse for your child 
to use in 4-H. 

I know for a fact there 
are a lot of horses in the 
area whose owners would 
love to be have them used 
in 4-H.

To find out more, con-
tact Jeanne at 360-683-
3809 or sylvesterwolfe@
saol.com.

Winning combination

Congratulations to Tina 
Johnson, with her horse 
Flashin My Style, aka 
Pockets, for winning overall 
high-point novice amateur 
last month at the Washing-
ton State Quarter Horse 
year-end award banquet.

The prize was a silver 
buckle. 

Jeanne, who’s been her 
horse trainer and friend for 
15 years, says “it was her 
first buckle and she was 
super excited to win it.”

As high-point winners 
in trail, hunter under sad-
dle, hunt seat equitation 
and reserve high point in 
Western Pleasure, horse-
manship and showman-
ship, Tina and her 5-year-
old gelding won several 
other prizes, including cus-
tom irons, horse blankets, a 
sweatshirt, gift certificates 
and an engraved knife.

She plans on trying to 
win the buckle again next 
year, along with traveling 
the paint-and-pinto show 
circuit with a young paint 
filly she’s bred and raised.

All the best to you Tina.

Events:

On Jan. 15, 7 p.m., 
Buckhorn Range Chapter 
of the Backcountry Horse-
men of Washington meet-

ing at Chimacum Grange 
Hall (across from the Tri-
Area Community Center). 

A slide show of the Red 
Rock Ride vacation in 
southwest Utah will be 
presented. 

Horse enthusiasts and 
those interested in keeping 
trails on public lands open 
for equestrian use are wel-
come to attend. Call Bob or 
Judith at 360-732-5042.

On Jan. 24, 6 p.m., Pat-
terned Speed Horse Associ-
ation regional award cere-
mony and dinner at 
Islander Pizza in Sequim. 
Please confirm attendance 
with Waynora at 360-683-
3902.

________
Karen Griffiths’ column, Pen-

insula Horseplay, appears every 
other Wednesday.

If you have a horse event, clinic 
or seminar you would like listed, 
please e-mail Griffiths at horse 
play.kbg@olympus.net at least two 
weeks in advance. You can also 
write Griffiths at PDN, P.O. Box 
1330, Port Angeles, WA 98362.

Karen
Griffi ths

PENINSULA HORSEPLAY

Members of the new 4-H club Mane Attraction practice horsemanship classes at the indoor arena. 
They are Jeanne Johnson, front left, with member Taylor Roads. Back row, from left, are Christina 
Overby, Jadyn Overby, Justine Roads, Brianna Albright, Shannon Robins and Gabby Fors.

Owner’s gaffe comes as shock to horse

 Briefl y . . . Briefl y . . .
PA library 
sets program 
with Legos

PORT ANGELES — 
The excitement is “build-
ing” for the Port Angeles 
Library’s Legos program.

Children ages 8 through 
12 can read about, imagine 
and build Lego construc-
tions during three separate 
Saturday programs at the 
library, 2210 S. Peabody St.

All programs will start 
at 2 p.m.

The first program, 
inspired by zoo animals 
will be held on Saturday, 
followed by a pirate’s 

theme on Feb. 13 and Bion-
icles on March 13.

No registration is 
required.

For more information, 
phone 360-417-8502 or 
visit www.nols.org.

Teen council meets
PORT ANGELES — 

The Port Angeles Library 
is asking youth to voice 
their opinions about the 
library and form a youth 
advisory council.

Input is sought from 
students in grades 5  
through 12 about library 
programs, materials and 
services for youth.

The first informational 
meeting will be held at the 
library, 2210 S. Peabody 
St., at 3:45 p.m. Thursday.

Attendees can enjoy 
food and prizes at the 
meetings.

Meetings will be held 
the first Thursday of each 
month. 

For more information, 
phone 360-417-8502 or 
visit www.nols.org.

Volkssport Club
PORT ANGELES — 

Olympic Peninsula Explor-

ers Volkssport Club will 
gather at 9 a.m. on Satur-
day for breakfast and a 
meeting at the Port Ange-
les CrabHouse Restaurant 
followed by the Waterfront 
Walk in Port Angeles.

The 6.8-mile walk is a 
route along the Port Ange-
les Waterfront and newly 
opened portion of the Dis-
covery Trail and city 
streets. 

Wheelchairs are possi-
ble, and strollers are OK, 
as are pets on a leash.

The CrabHouse is at the 
Red Lion Hotel, 221 N. Lin-
coln St. in Port Angeles.

Barnes honored
PULLMAN — Whitley 

Barnes, a 2009 Crescent 
High School graduate, has 
been named to the Presi-
dent’s List for the fall 
semester at Washington 
State University.

Students must achieve a 
minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.75 to be on the list.

Barnes is the daughter 
of Lisa Pene-Barnes and 
Joe Barnes, and the grand-
daughter of Betty Barnes.
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SEQUIM — Spots are still open for 
the Olympic Peninsula History Class 
hosted by Sequim Museum  & Arts 
Center through Peninsula College.

The eight-session course is $46.80 
and runs from 10 a.m. to noon on Fri-
days from this week through Feb. 26.

Those interested can call the Penin-
sula College’s Registrar’s Office at 360-
452-9277 and sign up for the class with 
schedule No. #S955.

The public can also come to the first 
class and register afterward.

With one exception, the classes will 
take place at the Historic Dungeness 
Schoolhouse at Sequim-Dungeness 
Way and Towne Road.

The class schedule is 
■ Friday “Sequim Yesterday,” with 

Doug McInnes.
■ Jan. 15  “Olympic Peninsula’s 

Nine Tribes — Their History of Trade, 
Religion, Warfare and Kinship,” with 

members of the Olympic Peninsula 
Intertribal Cultural Advisory Commit-
tee.

■ Jan. 22  “Barns and Farms — 
Then and Now,” with Catherine Ben-
nett and Bob Clark.

■ Jan. 29 “History of Railroads in 
Clallam County,” with Steve Hauff.

■ Feb. 5 “The Manis Mastodon-
Archaeological Site,” with Clare Manis 
Hatler. 

This class meets at the Museum 
Exhibit Building, 175 W. Cedar St. in 
Sequim.

■ Feb. 12 “The Life of Lloyd Beebe 
and How Olympic Game Farm Came to 
Be,” with Alice and Robert Beebe.

■ Feb. 19 “Triangle of Defense — 
Fort Casey, Fort Worden and Fort Fla-
gler,” with Terry Buchanan.

■ Feb. 26 “Pioneers Recollecting 
their Early School Days,” with Bob 
Clark, Mary Hermann, Margaret 
Lotzgesell, Ed Maybee and Esther Nel-
son.

Spots available for 
Peninsula history class
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 …helping people live better

 360-582-2400
 650 West Hemlock St., Sequim

 www.sequimskillednursing.com

 Health Care Services
 • Skilled Nursing
 • Long Term Care
 • Post Operative Care
 • Palliative Care Services

 Comprehensive Rehabilitation Program
 • Physical Therapy
 • Occupational Therapy
 • Speech Pathology

 EOE

 FREE CNA 
 CLASSES
 beginning
 Jan. 11 th
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