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Club ride turns into community event
LAST MONTH, I 

accompanied my friend Z 
Barker on an official 
Backcountry Horsemen 
trail ride to the top of 
Mount Muller. 

This was my third ride 
to the top. For those adven-
turers who have never 
been, this is one destina-
tion you must add to your 
list of places to go.

The adventure started 
when I arrived at Littleton 
Horse Camp where I got 
ready for the 10 a.m. ride-
out. 

I had never seen so 
many horse trailers, horses 
and people gather for a 
local chapter ride. 

Several had arrived the 
previous day and were 
there for a weekend of 
camping.

Backcountry Horseman 
Marc Reinertson later 
told me at the evening’s 
barbecue they had “40 rid-
ers, plus 20 visitors, family 
and other non-riders. 

“We even had some peo-
ple that had just come out 
for a ride, ran into the 
crowd, joined in and 
became new members.”

Littleton Horse Camp 
was built by the Backcoun-
try Horsemen for every-
one’s use. 

There was plenty of 
parking and camping spots, 

several 
hitching 
posts, a 
large picnic 
area and 
even a 
clean out-
house.

Riders 
had numer-
ous trails to 
choose from. 

Several of us chose to 
ride to the top, knowing in 
advance our horses needed 
to be in good shape because 
the 13-mile loop trail is 
strenuous.

The first three miles 
from the lush valley trail-
head has an uphill climb of 
2,200 feet to Snider Ridge 
and is probably the most 
tiring.

At age 3, Z’s horse was 
too young to be ridden the 
entire way. To avoid stress-
ing or damaging the young 
horse’s still growing body, 
she decided it best to get 
off and lead her horse most 
of the way. 

Thankfully, she was 
already in good shape — Z 
was one of several Back-
country Horsemen who had 
spent hours the prior week 
removing fallen trees and 
fortifying the trail.

The next four miles 
across the ridge we rode 
past wildflower fields on 
our right and a thick grove 
of Douglas Fir on our left. 

At times, the trail was 
narrow with what seemed 
like an ominous sharp drop 
to the south.

Most annoying were the 
holes on the trail dug by 
mountain beavers because 
they would collapse as the 
horse stepped down. 

This was a potentially 
dangerous problem that 
could result in horse pan-
icking or even breaking a 
leg.

Indy quickly learned to 
lower his head and look 
where to place his feet 
when I set my hand on his 
neck and said, “down.”

Panoramic Point is 5.5 
miles from the trailhead at 
3,550 feet.

It’s there you get the 
best panoramic view of the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca and 
Mount Olympus. 

After that, the trail 
descends through moss-
covered trees giving way to 
open spaces with giant 
rock formations before once 
again entering the valley’s 
forested canopy. 

Passing Rock House on 
our left we knew we were 
nearing the lower trail 

back to the trailhead. 
Rock House, which is lit-

erally a massive rock for-
mation that’s fun to 
explore, is where most of 
the riders who didn’t want 
to take the strenuous ride 
to the top that day chose as 
their destination. 

Referred to as “the low 
trail,” it’s a roughly four-
mile trail through the 
woods from base camp to 
Rock House.

It was past Rock House 
that Z and I would occa-
sionally come across a 
small strand of baling 
twine.

“I wonder if someone 
left the twine to warn us of 
wasp nests in the trail, but 
I don’t see any,” said Z.

Back at camp, we found 
out Sherry Baysinger’s 
grandson got stung on the 
lower trail. 

In response, Sherry took 
her can of wasp spray and 
made it her mission to get 
rid of several nests in 
hopes everyone else could 
have a safe and happy ride 
— which we did. 

After the ride, we gath-
ered with the group for a 
potluck dinner, guitar 
music by Rose and Dave 
Secord, a silent auction 
and Chicken Poop Bingo. 

Proceeds from the event 

went to trail tools, repairs 
and educational materials 
for the Leave No Trace 
educational program.

Events

■ Horse Day Camp at 
Chimacum Creek Farms. 
Sessions are Oct. 10, 11, 24 
and Nov. 7, 8, 21. Contact 
Paula Stingle or Velda 
Thomas at Chimcrk@
embarqmail.com or 360-
710-5812.

■ On Oct. 10 and 11 at 
9 a.m., PSHA Game show 
at the Crosbys on Fransom 
Road in Port Angeles. 
Phone Tammy Hull at 360-
640-0938.

■ On Oct. 10 at 9 a.m., 
Freedom Farms Horse 
Show and Play Day. Class 
fees at $5 a horse. Phone  
360-457-4897 for more 
information.

■ On Oct. 10 at 10 a.m., 
Horse Health Fair at Hart-
nagle Building Supply in 
Port Angeles.

■ On Oct. 11 from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Colic Clinic 
at Freedom Farms. Cost is 
$75, free if you’ve attended 
a colic drill in the past. 
Phone 360-457-4897 for 
more information.

■ On Oct 24 at 10 a.m., 
rideout for Backcountry 
Horsemen’s Granny’s 
Kitchen Ride.

■ On Oct. 25 at 9 a.m., 
schooling show with judge 
Kim Gibbons at Baker Sta-
bles, 164 Four Winds Road 
in Port Angeles. 

Visit www.baker
stablespa.net for more 
information..

■ On Oct. 26 at 6 p.m., 
Backcountry Horsemen 
Peninsula Chapter meeting 
at Clallam County Fair-
grounds kitchen. Contact 
Marc Reinertson at almosta 
ranch@olympus.net.

■ On Saturdays at 
noon, Play Days at Chi-
macum Saddlery & Tack. 
Barrels, poles, key hole, key 
race, rescue race, flags, cal 
stake, figure 8, team baton 
and ring race. $2 a Race. $8 
Arena Fee. High-point 
awards for the day given in 
three age groups.

■ Backcountry Horse-
men Buckhorn Range 
Chapter meetings are held 
the second Thursday of the 
month. Contact Bob Hoyle 
at 360-531-2337.

_______
Karen Griffiths’ column, Pen-

insula Horseplay, appears every 
other Wednesday.

If you have a horse event, clinic 
or seminar you would like listed, 
please e-mail Griffiths at horse
play.kbg@olympus.net at least two 
weeks in advance. You can also 
write Griffiths at PDN, P.O. Box 
1330, Port Angeles, WA 98362.
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Backcountry Horsemen Peninsula Chapter members, visitors and non-riders gather at the Littleton Horse Camp in the Sol Duc Valley for a barbecue, 
silent auction and music by Rose and Dave Secord after the organization’s annual Mount Mueller trail ride

Karen
Griffi ths
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 Briefl y . . . Briefl y . . .
Scarecrow 
contest set in 
Port Angeles

PORT ANGELES  — 
The third annual Port 
Angeles “Scarecrows on the 
Town,” sponsored by Sorop-
timist International Port 
Angeles-Jet Set and the 
Port Angeles Downtown 
Association, is now open to 
businesses, clubs, organiza-
tions and individuals.

Cost is $20.
Deadline is Oct. 15.
To get an entry form, 

phone Jean Hordyk at 360-
457-1041, or e-mail 
jhordyk@olypen.com.

Scarecrows must be 
installed by Oct. 18 and 
taken down by Nov. 2.

Judges will award $100 
to the first-place scarecrow 
and $50 for second place.

The people’s choice 
scarecrow, also receiving 
$50, will be selected by 
children younger than 15 
who vote before Oct. 28 at 
locations where the scare-
crows are displayed. 

Winners will be 
announced in Peninsula 
Daily News.

According to display 
instructions, each scarecrow 
must be securely attached; 
and construction needs to be 
freestanding, durable and 
movable — so they can be 
brought inside at night.

Child screening
PORT TOWNSEND — 

A free screening for chil-
dren infants to 18 years old 

in need of free orthopedic 
health care will be held at 
the Masonic Hall, 1338 Jef-
ferson St., from 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m. on Saturday.

The screening is spon-
sored by the Olympic Pen-
insula Shrine Club.

Children with a treatable 
condition such as scoliosis, 
neuromuscular disorder, 
hand and back problems, 
limb length discrepancy, 

congenital hip problems or 
juvenile rheumatoid arthri-
tis will be referred to the 
Shriners Hospital for chil-
dren in Portland, Ore.

Funding for the hospital 
comes from donations, gifts, 
wills, bequests and fund-
raising efforts.

For more information, 
phone Bill Gruber at 362-
385-7530.
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Restaurant

The Great
BREAKFAST

Deal
Buy 2 Breakfast 
Entrées of $895 or 

more and get 
$500 off

Mon. - Fri. 6:30 to 11 am
Fresh Baked Goods

Extensive Menu of Creative, 
Quality Meals served by the 

Friendliest People!
Please present coupon when ordering. 

Not valid with other discounts. 
Valid until Nov. 8, 2009

1506 East First • Port Angeles
457-4611

Open Daily: 6:30 am - 2:30 pm
www.cafegardenpa.com

Reserve Now for 
Private

Dinner Parties
Holidays, Anniversaries, 

Birthdays
Business Meetings

9
9
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3
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3
7

Port Angeles Hardwood LLC
333 Eclipse Industrial Pkwy

Port Angeles, WA 98363
Tel: (360) 452-6041 • Fax: (360) 417-6805

WANTED: Your Alder & Maple Sawlogs
Contact Vail Case at 460-1661

we accept delivery at our Port Angeles Millyard

Stress-Free™

P A B A R G A I N W A R E H O U S E

Excellent Quality 
for 1/3 the price

Available Features:

 

HUGE 
SAVINGS

Ventura
$499

Carlton
$549

Sierra
$399

Monterrey
$499

Corona
$499

RECLINERS

NEW FURNITURE AND MATTRESSES

Financing Available

99122229

www.peninsuladailynews.com
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