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conducted 
by Assis-
tant Scout 
M a s t e r 
J o h n 
Mackey, 
a l o n g 
w i t h 
S c o u t -
m a s t e r 
Jim Little. 

Several other Eagle 
Scouts, family, friends 
and fellow Scouts partici-
pated. 

During the ceremony, 
it was announced that 
fellow Troop 1477 mem-
ber Fernando Lamas had 
completed his require-
ments for Eagle Scout 
rank and would be cele-
brating the accomplish-
ment soon.

Troop 1477 meets on 
Mondays at 6:45 p.m. at 
the First Presbyterian 
Church, 1111 Franklin 
St., Port Townsend.

For more information, 
phone Little at 360-385-
3163 or Troop Commit-
tee Chair Judith Lamas 
at 360-385-4909.

RAISE YOUR HAND 
if you would find it enticing 
(1) to spend six days riding 
a horse in a hard-surfaced 
Western saddle and then 
(2) spend your nights in a 
sleeping bag.

The horse and nature 
lover in me finds it very 
alluring. 

However, I find myself 
wondering if the harsh real-
ity of spending hours in the 
saddle, with cramping leg 
and butt muscles, would be 
worth it.

Well, seven hardy souls 
from Jefferson County — 
with lower regions accus-
tomed to cushy chairs and 
beds — did just that. 

What’s more, they all 
claimed it was the best 
vacation of their life — and 
I’m not talking about young 
and foolhardy souls, either.

The idea started three 
years ago when Judith 
Hoyle read an article in 
Western Horseman about 
the adventurous Red Rock 
Rides in Utah to Zion, 
Bryce Canyon and Grand 
Canyon national parks. 

The writer spoke of 
exploring stunning red 
rock canyons in Bryce Can-
yon with its beautiful “hoo-
doo” rock formations look-
ing like sand sculptures; 
the Butch Cassidy Trail, 
with remnants of one of his 
hideouts; and Thunder 
Mountain Trail. 

Judith was mesmerized. 
Within a year, she had 

her husband and five other 
members of the Buckhorn 
Range Chapter of Back-
country Horsemen just as 
enthused. 

The group booked the 
trip — which had a two-
year waiting list — for the 
fall of 2009.

Last September, Judith, 
husband Bob, Juelie Dal-
zell, Jeff Chapman, Dave 
Peterson, Kris Lenke 
and Jeanne Koester flew 
to Las Vegas, where they 
boarded a charter bus at 
6:30 a.m. — an indication 
that the group wasn’t going 
to be having a slow-paced 
and leisurely trip — and 
headed to Zion National 
Park, where they met their 
mules and horses.

Their mounts were sad-
dled and waiting along 
with their wranglers and 
guides for the week. 

Then they headed off for 
an introductory three-hour 
trail ride, which Bob 
described as having “great 
views of the Virgin River 

valley in 
Zion,” and 
then back 
on the bus 
to Tropic, 
Utah, their 
home base 
for the next 
four nights.

Bob said 
the wran-
glers —  

guys and one gal — were 
the “real deal.” 

The people who watched 
over the group  — a total of 
44 riders divided into two 
groups —  had worked 
with horses and mules 
their whole life.

The Red River Ride is 
an outfit owned by two 
families — the Mangums 
(horse and mule outfitters) 
and the Houstons (who 
own the restaurant and 
catering service). 

They both served the 
Hollywood movie compa-
nies that used to frequently 
film westerns in the area. 

When they stopped 
making movies, the Mang-
ums bought the trail-riding 
concessions for Zion, Bryce 
Canyon and Grand Canyon 
national parks, and the 
Houstons used their mobile 
kitchens to feed fire crews 
all over the West. 

They pooled their 
resources to form Red Rock 
Ride.

“Right from the outset, 
they made everyone feel 
like family and took care of 
our every need,” said Bob. 

“The only thing you 
needed to do was make your 
lunch, be on the bus on time 
and stay on your mule. 

“At the end of the trail 
ride each day, you handed 
the wrangler your reins — 
and they handed you a cold 
beverage of your choice,” 
before they meandered 
over to a catered dinner — 
an end-of-the-day ritual 
those “greenhorns” with 
their sore backsides fully 
appreciated. 

The first four nights 
were spent in sleeping bags 
in tiny wood cabins with 
bunk beds. 

On the fifth morning 
they packed their luggage 
for others to transport to 
their next destination, 
Kanab, Utah. 

While their luggage 
headed south on a highway, 
the group rode south 30 
miles through Paria Can-
yon in Grand Staircase-

Escalante National Monu-
ment. 

At the end of the day, 
the group was treated to a 
night in a real bed in a 
hotel (where they’d also 
spend the sixth and final 
night).

On their last day they 
rode down the North Kai-
bab Trail into the Grand 
Canyon as far as Supai 
Tunnel, followed by a cele-
bratory dinner at the 
Houstons’ End of the Trail 
restaurant.

It was back to Vegas the 
next morning.

“The people couldn’t 
have been nicer, the riding 
was superb, it was a dream 
vacation,” said Bob. “I even 
got to drive a mule team 
down Paria Canyon. 

“One couple in our 
group even decided to get 
married, and Judith loved 
her horse so much, a 
haflinger named Hoosier, 
that we brought him home, 
along with his brother, Nik, 
as the ultimate souvenirs.” 

Some of the group are 

planning to go back in fall 
2012. 

For more information, 
visit the Web page, www.
redrockride.com.

Events

■ April 9, 7 p.m. —  
Backcountry Horsemen of 
Washington, Buckhorn 
Range Chapter, meeting at 
Chimacum Grange Hall, 
9572 Rhody Drive. Pro-
gram: “Where To Ride — 
Local Area Trails,” pre-
sented by chapter Director 
Jeff Chapman. Horse 
enthusiasts and those 
interested in keeping trails 
on public lands open for 
equestrian use are welcome 
to attend. Call Bob Hoyle 
at 360-531-2337 or e-mail 
bobhoyle@usa.net.

■ April 10-13 — Greg 
Eliel Groundwork/Horse-
manship Clinic at Freedom 
Farm. The four-day clinic is 
designed to give awareness, 
understanding and skills 
for you and your horse to 
become partners. 

Contact Jennene Den-

ning at 360- 643-3065 or 
cjdenning.1@gmail.com.

■ April 16, 9 a.m. — 
Baker Stables schooling 
show, 164 Four Winds 
Road, Port Angeles.

■ April 7, 7 p.m. — 
PSHA Trainers & Judges 
clinic at Waynora’s Hair 
Care, Carlsborg. Phone 360-
683-3902.

■ April 23-25 — Back-
country Horsemen Leave 
No Trace training in the 
Port Townsend area. For 
more information, e-mail 
Sherry Baysinger at 
baysinger@centurytel.net.

■  May 8, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
— Tack & Rummage Sale & 
Equestrian Demonstrations, 
co-hosted by Buckhorn 
Range Chapter, Backcountry 
Horsemen of Washington, 
and Chimacum Saddlery & 
Tack, at the tack store and 
arena at 1091 Chimacum 
Road. 

For information, dona-
tions and table reserva-
tions, phone Judith Hoyle 
at 360-732-5042.

■ May 8 — Freedom 

Farm Horse Show & Play 
Day, 493 Spring Road, Port 
Angeles. Contact Mary Gal-
lagher at 360-457-4897 or 
freedomfarms.net.

■ May 1, 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. — Tack sale and edu-
cational talks hosted by 
Backcountry Horseman and 
4-H horse groups at Clallam 
County Fairgrounds. Sellers 
may reserve space in 
advance; phone 360-683-
3306 or 360-582-7526.

■ Backcountry Horse-
men Peninsula Chapter 
meetings, 7 p.m. on the 
fourth Monday of the 
month at the Clallam 
County Courthouse — a 
new location — in Port 
Angeles; phone Betsy 
Wyatt, 360-457-3102.

________
Karen Griffiths’ column, Pen-

insula Horseplay, appears every 
other Wednesday.

If you have a horse event, clinic 
or seminar you would like listed, 
please e-mail Griffiths at horse 
play.kbg@olympus.net at least two 
weeks in advance. You can also 
write Griffiths at PDN, P.O. Box 
1330, Port Angeles, WA 98362.

PeninsulaNorthwest

Pain worth gain with Red Rock Rides
Karen
Griffi ths

PENINSULA HORSEPLAY

Calling themselves the “Magnificent 7,” Jefferson County Backcountry Horseman, Buckhorn 
Range Chapter, members, from left, Jeff Chapman, Juelie Dalzell, Kris Lenke, Dave Peterson, Bob 
and Judith Hoyle and Jeanne Koester strike a pose on Day 3 of riding the Butch Cassidy Trail in 
Dixie National Forest in Utah.
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PORT TOWNSEND — 
Boy Scout Troop 1477 held 
a court of honor at the First 
Presbyterian Church to 
honor Spencer Guthrie 
Boyles for achieving the 
rank of Eagle Scout.

For his Eagle Scout proj-

ect, he prepared the site 
and constructed and placed 
two benches made of recy-
cled materials for the play-
ground at the First Presby-
terian Church, in support of 
the Mothers of Preschoolers 
group.

The court of honor was 

National Merit Scholarship finalist John 
Christian, middle, is applauded by Port Angeles 
High School Principal Garry Cameron, right, and 
School Board President Lonnie Linn.

Boyles

PT Scout earns Eagle rank
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PORT ANGELES — The 
Port Angeles School District 
Board recognized Port 
Angeles High School’s 2010 
National Merit Scholarship 
finalist and commended 

students at a recent meet-
ing.

“Congratulations to 
finalist John Christian and 
commended students Han-
nah Fishman, Evangeline 
Grier, Julia Hansen, Michael 
Hansen, Torrey Jakubcin 
and Cameron Little,” Port 
Angeles High School Princi-
pal Garry Cameron said.

“To become a finalist,” an 
announcement from the 
National Merit Scholarship 
Corp. noted, “a semifinalist 
must have an outstanding 
academic record throughout 
high school, be endorsed 
and recommended by the 
high school principal and 
earn SAT scores that con-
firm the student’s earlier 
performance on the qualify-
ing test.” 

Semifinalists, with their 
high school officials, also 
submit a scholarship appli-
cation that includes a stu-
dent essay and information 
about the applicant’s par-
ticipation and leadership in 
school and community 
activities.

Scholarship winners will 
be announced in April.

PA School Board 
applauds students

(360) 683-3348
www.sherwoodassistedliving.com

Assisted Living
With A Difference!

85309527

  HOME HOME HOME
     SHOW     SHOW     SHOW

 SPECIALL  SPECIAL SPECIAL

   VISIT  US  ONLINE: www.mccrorie.com

 PLUS PLUS
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 Sales Tax! Sales Tax!
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 547 N. Oakridge
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 279 West Washington
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 Spring into action
 Get your Bike
 repaired now

 Winter Hours–Mon.-Fri. 10-5:30; Sat. 10-5
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Port Angeles Hardwood LLC
333 Eclipse Industrial Pkwy

Port Angeles, WA 98363
Tel: (360) 452-6041 • Fax: (360) 417-6805

WANTED: Your Alder & Maple Sawlogs
Contact Vail Case at 460-1661

we accept delivery at our Port Angeles Millyard

www.peninsuladailynews.com
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