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Dance studio 
to present 
performance

PORT TOWNSEND — 
O’Meara Dance Studio will 
present its annual “Name 
that Movie” show at 
McCurdy Pavilion at Fort 
Worden State Park at 6 
p.m. Friday and Saturday.

More than 170 students, 
ages 3 to 83, will perform 
dances from movies.

Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $10 for students 
and seniors.

A fundraiser matinee 
show will be held at 1 p.m. 
Saturday.

It will feature perform-
ers from the O’Meara 
Dance Studio Co. and the 
PT’s Fantabulous Follies 
productions. 

Proceeds will go toward 
expenses for the national 
Celebrity Dance Competi-
tion in Miami in July.

Suggested donation is 
$10 for adults and $5 for 
students and seniors. 

To purchase tickets, 
click on www.brownpaper
tickets.com.

For more information, 
phone 360-379-4951.

Joan O’Meara has 
taught dance in Port 
Townsend for 43 years.

Her daughter, Erin 
O’Meara Little, has taught 
for 14 years.

Training seminar
SEQUIM — A volunteer 

training seminar will be 
held at the Native Horse-
manship Riding Center, 
396 Taylor Cut-off Road, 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday.

Participants will learn 
about their role in thera-
peutic riding and how to 
work with horses.

Yvette TwoRabbits Lud-
war, an North American 
Riding for the Handi-
capped Association certified 
instructor, will facilitate 
the seminar.

Snacks and drinks will 
be provided.

For more information, 
phone 360-582-0907.

Society trips
Members of the public 

are invited to join the Clal-
lam County Genealogical 
Society on three trips.

The group will travel to 
the National Archives and 
Records Administration 
and the Seattle Genealogi-
cal Society’s Library at 
Sand Point in Seattle on 
Tuesday, June 23.

On Monday, July 29, 
members will travel to the 
Seattle Public Library.

Participants will also visit 
the University of Washing-
ton’s Suzallo-Allen Library 
on Thursday, Aug. 20.

For more information, 
phone 360-417-5000.

Reunion payments
The deadline for pay-

ments to attend Port Ange-
les High School’s class of 
1979 reunion are due by 
Saturday, June 27.

Cost is $40 a person or 
$79 a couple.

Payments should be 
mailed to Class of ’79, P.O. 
Box 4055, Port Angeles, WA 
98363.

For more information, 

phone 360-808-5852.

Donations needed
SEQUIM — Donations 

of gently used items are 
being accepted for the 
Sequim Senior Activity 
Center’s fourth annual 
benefit sale to raise funds 
for the center and scholar-
ships for high school stu-
dents.

Items can be dropped off 
at the senior center, 921 E. 
Hammond St., between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays through 
Thursday, July 30.

According to the senior 
center, this year’s goal is to 
raise $20,000 from the sale.

Acceptable donations 
include furniture in excel-
lent condition, jewelry, cell 
phones, cameras and 
lenses, musical instru-
ments, stamp and coin col-
lections, plants, bicycles, 
china and kitchen items, 
clothing and shoes in excel-
lent condition, microwaves 
and computers fewer than 
5 years old, tools, camping 
equipment and flat-panel 
TV and computer monitors.

Mattresses, stuffed ani-
mals and Christmas items 

will not be accepted.
People can arrange for 

large items to be picked up 
by phoning 360-683-6806.

Storage space has been 
donated by All-Safe Mini 
Storage.

The sale will be held 
Thursday and Friday, Aug. 
6 to 7.

Donations are tax 
deductible. 

The senior center, a 
501(c)3 nonprofit, also 
accepts donations of cars, 
RVs, boats and trailers 
year-round. 

For more information, 
phone 360-683-6806.

Musical show
SEQUIM — New Wine, 

a musical drama troupe, 
will present a Christian 
musical at Dungeness Val-
ley Lutheran Church, 925 
N. Sequim Ave., at 7 p.m. 
Friday, June 26.

The free performance is 
called “The Ark: What To 
Do When Life’s a Zoo.”

For more information, 
phone 360-681-0946 or 
e-mail dvlcoffice@gmail.com.

Chautauqua show
PORT TOWNSEND — 

Aqua Chautauqua will be 
presented at McCurdy 
Pavilion at Fort Worden 
State Park on Saturday, 
June 27.

Rhythm Planet will 
open the show at 6:30 p.m.

Music, juggling, magic, 
acrobatics, clowning and 
comedy will be presented 
by the Mud Bay Jugglers, 
Dr. Calamari and Acroph-
elia, George Rezendes and 
the Tool Shed Trio, Joey 
Pipia and the Fighting 
Instruments of Karma 
Marching Chamber Band/
Orchestra. 

The show is hosted by 
Nanda.

Cost is $20 for general 
admission and $10 for chil-
dren younger than 13, 
seniors 65 and older and 
people with disabilities.

Tickets are available at 
the Food Co-op, 414 Kear-
ney St.; Quimper Sound 
Music, 230-A Taylor St.; 
and Artisans on Taylor, 236 
Taylor St.

They can also be pur-
chased online at www.
brownpapertickets.com.
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HORSE LOVERS 
GATHERING for horse 
talk makes horse sense 
says equestrian Nancy 
Johnson. 

The Port Angeles native 
is trying her hardest to 
invite everyone with a love 
of horses to Olympic Penin-
sula Zone’s potluck dinner 
at Clallam County Fair-
grounds on Saturday, July 
11, at 6 p.m. 

The evening coincides 
with the second annual 
Jean Iverson Memorial 
and Zone Benefit Show at 
the fairgrounds July 11 
and 12.

“It doesn’t matter which 
riding discipline individu-
als enjoy, we all share a 
love of horses, and we’re 
constantly at risk of losing 
riding trails and horse 
facilities,” said Nancy.

“Really, it’s just an 
opportunity to help people 
with a love of horses to 
bond more.”

Indy 500

Lately, I’ve been kicking 
myself for not getting out 
and riding my own horses. 

The weather’s been 
wonderful, yet I find myself 
thinking I have more 
important things to do.

Sadly, I can count on 
one hand the times I’ve rid-
den my bay horse, Indy, 
since February. 

During the fall and 
early winter, I’d kept him 
in shape by taking him for 
training and lessons at an 
indoor arena with my 
neighbor, Jeanne Wolf 
Johnson. 

When Jeanne took time 
off to have her baby, a 
beautiful bouncing cowboy, 
Derek, I stopped spending 
time with Indy (hey, it was 
freezing outside).

He’s now gotten fat and 
lazy from having pasture 
grass available to him 24/7 
(shame on me). 

I decided to take Indy to 
Sunday’s game show at 
Quarter Moon Ranch. 

I didn’t intend to race 
him. I just wanted to ride 
him around a bit among 
friends. 

While Indy is not a baby 
anymore, he’s still young 
and can sometimes be a 
handful. 

I wasn’t worried though. 
I figured he’d gotten so fat 
and lazy I’d have no prob-
lem hopping on him and 
loping around a bit. 

Actually, the term “hop-
ping” on isn’t accurate. 

At 16 hands (one hand 
equals 4 inches) Indy’s 
taller than most quarter-
horses, and I’m shorter 
than most people, so I use 
a stepstool to help me 
clamber on his back.

Quarter 
Moon’s 
arena is 
very large. I 
walked 
Indy 
around a 
bit and 
then cued 
him to lope 
in a corner 
of the arena 

away from other riders 
waiting their turn to race.

Did I mention the racers 
were running their horses 
on the opposite side of the 
same arena?

Riding with two hands 
on the reins, I gathered 
Indy up and cued him to a 
slow lope.

 “Oh, good,” I thought, 
“he started right up on his 
correct lead.”

Surprise

I was totally relaxed 
and ready to enjoy Indy’s 
smooth lope when suddenly 
he hunched his back, and I 
felt his powerful legs buck-
ing high behind me. 

With his back arched 
and forelegs stiff, he 
lurched forward, twisted 
and bucked in an attempt 
to throw me off. 

His change in demeanor 
took me off guard. Instead 
of shortening the reins and 
yanking his head tightly to 
his side to thwart his 
moves,  I held both hands 
high with my fingers grip-
ping tightly on the reins. 

With each buck, my 
behind rose up, down and 
around the saddle. 

As I felt my right foot 
get caught in the stirrup, I 
envisioned falling off and 
Indy dragging me by my 
leg, my head bumping on 
the ground like a ragdoll 
while he ran wildly around 
the arena.

Out of the stirrups

The thought motivated 
me to yank both feet out of 
the stirrups.

With my feet flying free 
and fingers still on the 
reins, his next buck sent 
my bottom even higher. 

As my backside landed 
partially in the saddle and 
partly on his, I wondered 
how I was going to get off 
this bucking bronco with-
out getting hurt.

I thought of sliding 
gracefully off his haunches 
and landing upright on my 
feet — ha.  

After the next buck, my 
rump landed on his soft 
rump. 

Releasing the reins, I 
gave a quick push off his 

rear end and then found 
myself lying flat on my 
back staring directly at 
rear hoofs ready to fly in 
my direction.

Quickly, I rolled to the 
right — the same moment 
Indy realized I was within 
kicking range. 

Loving me as he does, 
Indy leaped forward and 
away from me before he 
continued kicking and run-
ning wildly in his own ver-
sion of the Indy 500 race.

Apparently, our antics 
didn’t go unnoticed. The 
show was stopped, Indy 
quickly caught and I heard 
people yelling at me not to 
move until someone could 
see if anything was broken.

Ignoring them, I sat up 
and yelled, “I’m OK!”

Friend Pam Crosby 
yelled back, “You were so 
close to 8 seconds! You 
should have ridden it out!” 

A chuckle rippled 
through the crowd because 
8 seconds is the time 
needed to stay on a buck-
ing bronco in a rodeo for a 
winning ride.

Really, I didn’t hurt — 
then.

Today, I ache all over. 
Needless to say, on Mon-

day Indy started back in 
training with Jeanne.

Reining news

Congratulations to the 
reining equestrians from 
Baker Stables for their out-
standing rides at the Wash-
ington Reining Horse Asso-
ciation Classic Show at 
Evergreen Fairgrounds in 
May.

Dana King and her 
horse, Gundealer, tied for 
first place in Ladies to 
Ride, plus fourth in regular 
non-pro, fifth in intermedi-
ate non-pro and seventh in 
limited non-pro.

Tom Gillotti and his 
horse, Peppy Freckle Chex 
tied for third in beginner 
rider.

Lexi LaBelle rode 
Major Smokin Wind, plac-
ing second in Beginner 
Rider, fourth in Ladies To 
Ride and third in the 
Rookie division.

Events

■ Saturday, June 20 
— BCH Buckhorn Range 
Chapter Ride at Sleepy 
Hollow Trail.

For more information, 
phone Bob Hoyle at 360- 
531-2337.

■ Saturday and Sun-
day, June 20 to 21 — Jef-
ferson County Horse Proj-
ect and Wild Angels 4-H 

Club “Tough Enough to 
Wear Pink” Breast Cancer 
Awareness Open Horse 
Show at Jefferson County 
Fairgrounds.

For more information, 
phone Marian at 360-301-
5433 or 360-385-6313.

■ Sunday, June 21, 9 
a.m. — OPZ performance 
show at Baker Stables, 164 
Four Winds Road in Port 
Angeles.

For more information, 
phone 360-457-6039.

■ Mondays through 
Fridays, June 22 to 26, 
June 29 to July 3 and 
July 6 to July 10 — Free-
dom Farm summer camps 
sessions.

For more information, 
phone Mary Gallagher at 
360-457-4897.

■ Wednesday, June 
24, 6:30 p.m. — Arab 
Horse Club meeting at the 
Poor’s house. 

For more informaion, 
e-mail Jeanette Leino at 
JMLeino@centurytel.net.

■ Thursday, June 25, 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. — 
Pasture management and 
horse care classes with 
speaker Alayne Blickle at 
the Tri-Area Community 
Center in Chimacum. 

For more information or 
to register, phone Rosie, 

Jefferson County Conser-
vation District, at 360-385-
4105.

■ Friday and Satur-
day, June 26 to 27 — 
BCH Peninsula Chapter 
Campout at Littleton 
Horse Camp and Camp 
Creek Ride.

For more information, 
phone Betsy at 360-457-
3102.

■ Sunday, June 28, 9 
a.m. — Silver Spurs 4-H 
open performance horse 
show at Clallam County 
Fairgrounds.

For more information, 
phone Theresa at 360-457-
6028.

■ Saturday and Sun-
day, July 4 to 5, 9 a.m. — 
PSHA game show at Cros-
by’s arena, 122 Franson 
Road in Port Angeles.

For more information, 
phone Pam at 360-670-
3906.

________

Karen Griffiths’ column, Pen-
insula Horseplay, appears every 
other Wednesday.

If you have a horse event, clinic 
or seminar you would like listed, 
please e-mail Griffiths at horse
play.kbg@olympus.net at least two 
weeks in advance. You can also 
write Griffiths at PDN, P.O. Box 
1330, Port Angeles, WA 98362.

Beloved horse provides rough ride

KAREN GRIFFITHS/FOR PENINSULA DAILY NEWS

Skilled youth rider Madison Ballou, 7, leads Buckaroo Fiona Orloff, 4, on her pony, Mindy, 
instructing Fiona on how to place the flag in the barrel for points when competing in the Flag 
Race during the Patterned Speed Horse game show held Sunday at Quarter Moon Ranch in 
Carlsborg. PSHA emphasizes helping one another learn — from beginners to advanced — in 
patterned game events the entire family can enjoy.

Karen
Griffi ths

PENINSULA HORSEPLAY

LOIS SHERWOOD

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
Parker McClelland, left, is presented with a $500 Mike Stone 
Memorial Scholarship from Ron Brantner, chairman of the board 
of Quimper Community Federal Credit Union. McClelland was 
among several Port Townsend High School students who received 
scholarships.
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