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A FEW WEEKS ago, 
my horse, Indy, and I 
accompanied a group of 
friends hiking the Upper 
Dungeness Trail up to 
Heather Creek. 

Friends Mitch and 
Patty Grice, their grand-
son, Presley Grice, 6, 
Christian Kettel, 13, and 
Matt Anderson, were 
spending the weekend 
camping at Heather Creek. 

I was just riding up and 
back for the day, which is 
about a 6-mile trip one 
way.

To get to Heather Creek, 
we crossed fast waters of 
the Upper Dungeness 
River twice. 

Since we weren’t follow-
ing a more experienced 
horse, I was a bit worried 
how Indy would react to 
the river because there are 
times when he can throw a 
tantrum. 

Easy crossing

Turns out crossing a 
river was a breeze with 
Indy. Even though he had 
trouble getting his footing 
on the slick, mossy covered 
rocks, he didn’t hesitate to 
cross — in fact he seemed 
to enjoy it.

My hiking friends were 
sure there was a solid foot 
bridge for the first crossing, 
but not about the second. 

For more than 10 years, 
the second crossing has 
been a bit hazardous 
because the former bridge 
was destroyed in a storm 
years ago. 

We were pleasantly sur-
prised to arrive at the sec-
ond crossing just as the 
crew from Forest Access, 
owner David Buzzanco, 
Tyler Carlin, Wes 
Palmer and Allie Mag-

gio, were 
completing 
a new foot 
bridge.

Using all 
hand tools, 
including a 
cross-cut 
saw, they 
fell a 180-
foot tree 
that was 

251 years old to make the 
new bridge. 

When the cut tree fell, it 
broke, leaving one piece 64 
feet long — just long 
enough to bridge the river. 

The crew used cables, 
winches and blocks to set 
the new bridge in place, 
and then they flattened out 
the top using axes and 
saws. 

A handrail was later 
added for safety. 

While Indy and I crossed 
the river several times 
below, my friends waited an 
hour before having the 
honor of being the very first 
to cross the new bridge.

Two weeks

The project took the 
Forest Service crew about 
two weeks to complete. 

Tom Mix of Sequim 
packed their tools, food and 
other supplies back and 
forth for the project. 

The hike up the 
Heather Creek is a rela-
tively easy trail, and with 
the new foot bridge in 
place, I highly recommend 
it for novice campers and 
those with younger chil-
dren. 

For more information 
and for permits, visit 
Olympic National Park for 
permits at http://tinyurl.

com/olympiccamping.

Events

■ Sundays, Aug. 2 
and Sept. 6 — Because of 
poor turnout the OPZ per-
formance shows at Baker 
Stables have been canceled. 

For more information, 
phone 360-457-6039  or 
e-mail bakerstablespa@
gmail.com.

■ Thursday through 
Sunday, Aug. 20-23 — 
Clallam County Fair.

■ Saturday and Sun-
day, Aug. 29-30 — Penin-
sula Junior Rodeo at Clal-
lam County Fairgrounds. 
For more information, 
phone Jamie at 360-452-
8491.

■ Sunday, Oct. 25 — 
Baker Stables, 164 Four 
Winds Road, Port Angeles, 
first schooling show of the 
season, plus the costume 
class. 

For more information, 
visit http://www.baker

stablespa.net.
■ Fourth Monday of 

each month, 6 p.m. — 
Backcountry Horsemen 
Peninsula Chapter meet-
ings, Clallam County Fair-
grounds kitchen. 

For more information, 
e-mail Marc Reinertson 
at almostaranch@olympus.
net.

■ Second Thursday 
of each month — BCH 
Buckhorn Range Chapter 
meetings

For more information, 
phone Bob Hoyle at 360-
531-2337.

_______

Karen Griffiths’ column, Pen-
insula Horse Play, appears every 
other Wednesday.

If you have a horse event, clinic 
or seminar you would like listed, 
please e-mail Griffiths at horse-
play.kbg@olympus.net at least two 
weeks in advance. You can also 
write Griffiths at PDN, P.O. Box 
1330, Port Angeles, WA 98362.

New log bridge crosses Dungeness trail
Karen
Griffi ths
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TOM MIX

A new log bridge crosses Upper Dungeness River on the Upper Dungeness Trail to Heather Creek. 
The tree was felled and the bridge built using old fashioned techniques and hand tools by Forest 
Access.
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PORT TOWNSEND — 
Olympic Community Action 
Programs, or OlyCAP, will 
sponsor a back-to-school 
children’s clothing swap at 
the Tri-Area Community 
Center, 10 West Valley Road, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, Aug. 8.

People can drop off “gen-
tly used” children’s clothing 
— sizes infant, toddler, 4-6x 
and 7-16 — at the center 
between noon and 7 p.m. 
Monday, Aug. 3.

Backpacks, shoes, boots 
and jackets for children also 

will be accepted.
People who donate items 

will receive coupons to use 
at the clothing swap from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Aug. 8. 
Additional items can be 
purchased for $1.

Leftover clothing will be 
donated to the OlyCAP 
Thrift Shop.

“This is a community 
grown project developed out 
of the efforts of Anne Sch-
neider,” said Bonnie White, 
OlyCAP’s co-director of com-
munity support services.

“Inspired by a segment 
on the evening news, she 
felt compelled to do some-

thing similar in Jefferson 
County.

“We are happy to be able 
to provide the space and 
support the effort.

“With times being so 
hard right now, this is a 
very creative way for fami-
lies to stretch their bud-
gets.”

Volunteers are needed 
for Aug. 3 and 8.

They will have the oppor-
tunity to pre-shop an hour 
before the public swap on 
Aug. 8.

To volunteer or for more 
information, phone 360-
379-8752.

OlyCAP seeks donations for 
back-to-school clothing swap
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PORT ANGELES — 
Julio Mariño and Mirabai 
Deranja will teach Argen-
tine tango workshops at the 
Sons of Norway Hall, 131 W. 
Fifth St., on Saturday, 
Aug. 8.

The first workshop, “Cir-
cular Energy in Small 
Spaces,” will be open to all 
levels from 12:30 p.m. to 
1:45 p.m. 

Two workshops for inter-

mediate and advanced 
dancers — “Tango in S.l.o.w. 
M.o.t.i.o.n.” and “Projection, 
Projection Out of Axis, 
Slides” — will take place 
from 2 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. and 
3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

Cost is $20 for one work-
shop, $35 for two workshops 
or $45 for all three work-
shops.

Additional tango presen-
tations will take place in 
the evening.

A free introductory les-

son will be held at 7 p.m., 
followed by Milonga at 7:30 
p.m.

Cost to participate in 
Milonga is $10 a person

Music will be provided 
by DJ Jamie Collier.

Exhibition dances will 
wrap up the presentations 
at 9 p.m.

For more information, 
phone 360-912-7007 or 360-
452-4941 or click on www.
julioymirabai.com.

Multiple Argentine tango 
workshops slated Aug. 8

 Briefl y . . . Briefl y . . .
Girls Scouts 
seeks leaders 
for groups

Members of the public 
are invited to become Girl 
Scout leaders on the 
North Olympic Peninsula.

People interested in 
leading a group of girls 
are encouraged to phone 
Gloria Godfrey at 360-457-
5301 or e-mail bizzygg@
yahoo.com.

 Teacher grants
Nine future teachers 

who have graduated from 
Clallam County high 
schools or completed two-
year programs at Penin-
sula College have received 
$1,500 scholarships from 
the Beta Nu Chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma.

The recipients — Lau-
ren Andison, Whitney Big-
ger, Pam Fleming, Craig 
Frick, Julie Leaf, Karina 
Omdal, Gwen Rudzinski, 
Justine Textor and Ann 
Walrath — are enrolled in 
continuing programs of 
education.

Over the past 21 years, 
Beta Nu Chapter has 
awarded 115 grants of 
more than $100,000 to col-
lege students who plan to 
pursue careers in teach-
ing. 

For more information, 

phone Carol Verstegen at 
360-683-4821.

Bingo fundraiser
PORT TOWNSEND — 

Books for Babies Bingo 
will be presented at the 
Hilltop Tavern, 2570 Sims 
Way, at 7 p.m. every 
Wednesday in August.

Proceeds will be 
donated to the Friends of 
the Port Townsend 
Library in support of its 
new Books for New Babies 
Program.

For more information, 
phone the library at 360-
385-3181.

Basket lecture
PORT TOWNSEND — 

Anthropologist Jacilee 
Wray will talk about her 
upcoming book on Native 
American baskets during 
the Jefferson County His-
torical Society’s First Fri-
day Lecture on Friday, 
Aug. 7.

The lec-
ture, which 
comple-
ments a 
new 
exhibit of 
Native 
American 
baskets at 
the Jeffer-
son County Museum, will 
be presented in the Coun-
cil Chamber at City Hall, 
540 Water St., at 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, Aug. 7.
Admission is by dona-

tion. 
Wray has worked as an 

anthropologist at Olympic 
National Park for more 
than 20 years.

She edited the book, 
Native Peoples on the 
Olympic Peninsula, pub-
lished by the University of 
Oklahoma Press, while 
working with the Olympic 
Peninsula Intertribal Cul-
tural Advisory Committee.

Film, vigil slated
PORT TOWNSEND — 

“Hellfire: A Journey from 
Hiroshima,” a documen-
tary film by John Junker-
man, will be shown free of 
charge at the Rose The-
atre, 235 Taylor St., at 1 
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 6.

The film, nominated for 
an Academy Award, 
focuses on artists Iri and 
Toshi Maruki in their col-
laboration to create a tes-
tament to the effects of 
the atomic bomb — the 
Hiroshima Murals.

A vigil in recognition of 
Hiroshima Day will follow 
the film at Haller Foun-
tain, at the base of the 
Taylor Street stairs, at 
2:30 p.m.

The film and vigil are 
sponsored by the Port 
Townsend Peace Move-
ment.
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…helping people live better

360-582-2400
650 West Hemlock St., Sequim

www.sequimskillednursing.com

Health Care Services
• Skilled Nursing
• Long Term Care
• Post Operative Care
• Palliative Care Services

Comprehensive Rehabilitation Program
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Speech Pathology

EOE

 DN-C04-20090729.indd   7/28/09   8:24:21 PM   - C4 - (Process Cyan) DN-C04-20090729.indd   7/28/09   8:24:21 PM   - C4 - (Process Cyan) DN-C04-20090729.indd   7/28/09   8:24:21 PM   - C4 - (Process Magenta) DN-C04-20090729.indd   7/28/09   8:24:21 PM   - C4 - (Process Magenta) DN-C04-20090729.indd   7/28/09   8:24:21 PM   - C4 - (Process Yellow) DN-C04-20090729.indd   7/28/09   8:24:21 PM   - C4 - (Process Yellow) DN-C04-20090729.indd   7/28/09   8:24:21 PM   - C4 - (Process Black) DN-C04-20090729.indd   7/28/09   8:24:21 PM   - C4 - (Process Black)


