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’TIS BETTER TO give 
than receive, because when 
people give they are hap-
pier people who get back 
much more than they give. 

Looking at the smile on 
Carol Johnson’s face, I’d 
say it’s true.

I met up with her at 
last Sunday’s show at 
Baker Stables. While the 
show was open to all ages, 
it was a primarily a school-
ing show attended by 4-H 
youths.

I asked Carol if she was 
there as a 4-H leader.

“I’m not a leader, but 
I’ve got five of my horses 
and kids here showing,” 
she said. Her “kids” are 
4-H youths riding her 
horses.

Carol, a Port Angeles 
resident since 1953, is an 
avid lover of the Arabian 
horse and a staunch sup-
porter of 4-H horse pro-
grams — touting it as the 
best youth program ever. 

Not only does she give 
her time, she’s also loaned 
six of her horses and all 
the equipment necessary to 
ride and show year-round. 

The horses are all kept 
at her barn, where she also 
has a small indoor area. 

She gives the kids les-
sons, and even hauls the 
horses to the shows. 

All she asks back is that 
they take care of the horse 
and its stall as if it were 
their own — and they have 
to keep their grades up at 
school.

On Sunday, she’d 
brought the horses for 4-H 
Neon Riders club members 
Bailee Palmer, Nathan 
Gentry and his younger 
sister, Ciarra, and twin 
sisters Rachel and Alli-
son Brietbach.

“All these kids are horse 
lovers,” said Carol. “When 
they get assigned one of 
my horses, and the equip-
ment which goes with it, 
they have a sense of real 
ownership.”

“Not only do they help 
care for the horse, but they 
have to get good grades 

and obey 
the rules or 
they can’t 
ride,” said 
Carol. “It 
works 
because the 
parents and 
I are on the 
same page.”

She said 
it’s the 4-H 

horse program that really 
gives the kids the stepping-
stones it takes to learn 
good horsemanship, to 
learn responsibility and to 
feel the satisfaction of a job 
well done.

One reason Nathan and 
Ciarra’s mom, Shauna, 
likes 4-H is because it 
teaches the kids they are a 
team and need to work 
together.

“They get on the horse 
as an individual, but all 
work together as a team to 
help each other succeed,” 
said Shauna.

Ciarra, 11, chimed in, “It 
also keeps us out of trouble.”

Four-H groups are 
required to do community 
service. 

Another 4-H mom, 
LaDonna Wilson, said for 
two years Clallam County 
4-H horse clubs have been 
donating $30 a month 
through World Vision to 
support Kemso, a child liv-
ing in Africa. 

Kemso raises chickens 
and goats and shares pic-
tures with the Clallam 
groups of how much the 
money has helped him and 
his family.

Kathy Brietbach has 
always been afraid of 
horses and hates the mud 
so she’s mystified where 
Rachel and Allison got 
their love of horses.

“I got dragged into this 
horse thing kicking and 
screaming,” said Kathy.

She fully supports her 
girls’ interest, and is now 
an official “Mucking 
Mother” — that’s an adult 
who pitches in to help by 

mucking, or cleaning, the 
horse stalls while their 
kids are out riding and tak-
ing lessons.

“It’s a way to keep warm 
and helps us get home 
faster.”

After all, there’s home-
work, dinner, dishes and 
getting to bed on time to 
wake up rested and ready 
for school next day.

Shauna, another Muck-
ing Mother, said all the 
kids have to keep a journal 
for the year. They are to 
keep track of what they 
feed their horses, how 
much and the cost.

“For those of us who 
have Carol, we don’t really 
know how much it costs 
and what everyone gets 
fed, so my kid just write 
down Sugar Mama — the 
4-H leaders all know we’re 
referring to Carol.”

At the end of the show, 
young Ciarra ran up to 
Carol excitedly exclaiming 
she placed second in over-

all high points for the day, 
and shared her prize — 
horse treats.

Carol gave her a hug 
and then Ciarra ran off to 
tell her mom. 

Looks like it’s a win-win 
situation for all — Carol, 
kids, families and horses. 

The world needs more 
people like Carol.

Thank you

Special thanks to 
Nancy M. for her generous 
gift to my pony, Goldie Boy. 

He was recently diag-
nosed with Cushing’s dis-
ease. I’m happy to report 
with his change in diet and 
the medication Pergolide, 
Gold’s acting 10 years 
younger.

Events

■ Saturday: Freedom 
Farms special session high-
lighting natural horseman-
ship methods for jumping. 

Contact Mary Gallagher at 
360-457-4897 or freedomf@
olypen.com. Ask about cow 
working sessions and 
upcoming clinics.

■ Saturday, 10 a.m.: 
BCH Buckhorn Range 
Chapter Ride: Larry Scott 
Trail, Port Townsend. For 
information about the ride 
and other upcoming events, 
see the Web site www.
olympus.net/community/
buckhorn-bchw.

■ Feb. 27, 1 p.m.: 
Junior Rodeo Royalty try-
outs will be at Baker Sta-
bles. For more information, 
phone Teresa Ballou at 
360-928-9691.

■ Feb. 27, 10 a.m.: BCH 
Peninsula Chapter Ride at 
Robin Hill Park. Contact 
Kat Samples at 360-457-
0225. Meetings are on the 
fourth Monday of the 
month at Clallam County 
Fairgrounds kitchen.

■ March 6: Freedom 
Farm Horse Show & Play 
Day.

■ March 16, 7 p.m.: 
PSHA meeting at Wayno-
ra’s Hair Care, 863D Carls-
borg Road.

■ April 23-25: BCH 
Leave No Trace training in 
the Port Townsend area. 
For more information, 
e-mail baysinger@century 
tel.net.

■ May 1, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m.: Tack sale and edu-
cational talks hosted by 
Backcountry Horseman 
and 4-H horse groups at 
Clallam County Fair-
grounds. Sellers reserve 
space in advance; phone 
360-683-3306 or 360-582-
7526.

________

Karen Griffiths’ column, Pen-
insula Horseplay, appears every 
other Wednesday.

If you have a horse event, clinic 
or seminar you would like listed, 
please e-mail Griffiths at horse 
play.kbg@olympus.net at least two 
weeks in advance. You can also 
write Griffiths at PDN, P.O. Box 
1330, Port Angeles, WA 98362.
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4-H members, from left, Bailee Palmer, Stephanie Lindquist, Riley Reed, Nathan Gentry and twins 
Rachel and Allison Brietbach ventured out on a rainy day to attend a 4-H schooling show Sunday 
at Baker Stables in Port Angeles.

Karen
Griffi ths
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Woman loans horses to 4-H program
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PORT ANGELES — 
The Port Angeles Police 
Department is recognizing 
outstanding service of its 
volunteers, including:

■ Charles DeVoney, 
who has put in 5,067 hours 
since joining the then-
fledgling volunteer pro-
gram in 1998.

■ Russ Fish, a former 
State Patrol officer who has 
served with the depart-
ment since 2006 and volun-
teered more than 1,000 
hours last year.

Other volunteers who 
have contributed signifi-
cant hours are James 
Walsh, 3,924 hours since 
2003; Marilyn Walsh, 3,532 
since 2003; and Gary Mar-
ler with 3,336 hours since 
1998.

Since the program’s 
inception in 1998, Port 
Angeles Police Department 
volunteers have contrib-
uted 40,351 service hours.

Volunteers deploy the 
radar trailer each day; pro-
vide security escort ser-
vices, night patrol and 
vacation house checks; and 

assist North Olympic Pen-
insula citizens by providing 
security and traffic support 
to the Clallam County Fair 

and to festivals in Sequim, 
Forks, Port Townsend and 
Quilcene.

For more information on 

the police volunteer pro-
gram, phone the depart-
ment at 360-417-4933 or 
360-452-4545.

Charles DeVoney, left, and Russ Fish are volunteers with the Port 
Angeles Police Department.

 Briefl y . . . Briefl y . . .
PEAK to host 
reception, 
silent auction

SEQUIM — The PEAK 
Leadership Alumni Com-
mittee will host an hors 
d’oeuvres reception and 
silent auction from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 27.

The event will be held 
at the Cedarbrook Laven-
der and Herb Farm, located 
at 1345 S. Sequim Ave.

Live entertainment will 
be provided by Final 
Approach.

The auction items 
include a rafting trip, kaya-
king trip, Olympic Theater 
Arts tickets, Port Angeles 
Light Opera Association 
Theater tickets, an iPod 
and more.

Tickets are $25 per per-
son

They are available by 
cash or check:

■ In Port Angeles, by 
phoning Krista Francis at 
360-417-6393 or Julie 
Hatch at 360-457-4244. 

■ Jefferson County res-
idents can phone Saman-
tha Trone at 510-326-4969. 

Tickets also are avail-
able at the Cedarbrook 
Lavender and Herb Farm 
by phoning 360-683-4541 
or in person at 1345 S. 
Sequim Ave, Sequim. Debit 
or VISA or MasterCard 
will be accepted, as well as 
cash or check.

Proceeds from the event 
will go toward the PEAK 
Alumni Scholarship Fund, 
which makes partial schol-
arships available to those 
who have been selected to 
participate in the 10-month 
PEAK Leadership Program 
in Jefferson and Clallam 
counties.

PEAK Leadership 
attempts to foster leaders 
who are purposeful, effec-
tive, authentic and who 
exemplify its keystone of 
quality leadership.

For more information, 
visit www.peakleader 
shipnw.net/alumni.

Wolfe wine event
PORT ANGELES — 

Wade Wolfe and his wife, 
Becky, of Thurston Wolfe 
Winery, will present sev-
eral of their wines at the 
Orchards at 14th at 5:30 

p.m. on Sunday, March 7.
The event is presented 

by the Olympic Peninsula 
Enological Society.

Dinner will be catered 
by Joy’s Bistro. 

The Wolfes have oper-
ated their own winery 
since 1987. Wade Wolfe has 
a doctorate in plant genet-
ics.

The deadline for reser-
vations is March 1.

To make reservations or 
for more information, 
phone Carol Peet at 360-
457-4318.

Paddlers sought
NEAH BAY — The 

Makah tribe will host the 
annual Tribal Journey 
from July 19-26.

The canoe-paddling 
journey will end on the 
shores of the Makah reser-
vation, and the tribe is 
seeking volunteers to assist 
with the program.

Volunteers are needed 
for the following commit-
tees: food, environmental, 
camping; merchandise, 
maintenance, health and 
safety, and information 
booth.

Health and safety vol-
unteers must have current 
Red Cross certification. 

For more information, 
phone volunteer coordina-
tor Michelle Parkin at 360-
640-5336 or e-mail 
volunteers@paddle
tomakah.org.

Annual meeting
PORT ANGELES — 

The Feiro Marine Life Cen-
ter, 315 N. Lincoln St., will 
hold its annual meeting at 
11 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 25.

The public is welcome.
For more information, 

phone Deborah Moriarty at 
360-417-6254.

Mason bee class
GARDINER — Bob 

Logue will teach a mason 
bee class at Wild Birds 
Unlimited, 275953 U.S. 
Highway 101, at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 24.

His topic will be how to 
grow a colony of “these 
expert pollinators.”

Cost is $5 for the 
90-minute class.

For more information or 
reservations, phone 360-
797-7100.
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with the tires you buy! *

* See store for details

 457-1411 • 1404 E. Front St. • Port Angeles • fairchildfloors.com

 9C
5067704

 Since 1947

 Mon-Fri: 9am-5:30pm ~ Sat: 9am-2pm

9B
123116

Susan Brothers, Tim Gillett, Owners. Susan 
Cannon, Administrative Assistant & Betty 
Owbridge, Manager.

Celebrating our 27th year
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