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AN EARLY MORNING 
phone call from a reader lit-
erally awakened me to the 
dangers of heavy snowfall 
collapsing hoof shelters. 

He related to me how a 
Joyce resident’s shelter col-
lapsed, killing the horse 
inside — a horrible tragedy 
that continues to haunt its 
owner.

The reader asked me to 
remind people not to keep 
horses in shoddy, cheaply 
build or old shelters during 
the snow. 

We’ve received more than 
the usual amount of snow, 
and when combined with 
rain, the roofs are much 
heavier.

Older or poorly built barns 
and shelters more susceptible 
to collapse. 

When that’s the case, it’s 
wiser to keep a warm, water-
proof winter blanket on your 
horse and keep it outside the 
shelter.

Heavy snows can also 
wreak havoc to horses kept 
inside a solid, well-made 
made shelter or barn when a 
large amount of snow falls off 
the roof at one time. 

I’ve heard of several 
horses being trapped inside 
or outside their barns and of 
an indoor riding arena col-
lapsing this winter.

Also, keep an eye on elec-
trical outlets, sockets and the 
like. 

A few years ago, a local 
horse died when the barn 
caught on fire and it had no 
way to escape. 

Accidents can and do hap-

pen all the 
time, and 
they are just 
that: Unfore-
seen occur-
rences that 
befall us all.

Hoof 
trimming

In my last 
column Dec. 
17, I wrote 

about hoof trimming and said 
I was going to write more 
about horseshoes in this one. 

However, with forecasters 
saying that another bad 
storm   — possibly with snow 
— is headed toward the 
North Olympic Peninsula, 
I’ve decided to write about 
horseshoes later.

It’s timelier to recall the 
abundance of seasonal health 
risks — all of which can be 
prevented with a little extra 
effort on the part of the horse 
owner. 

Protection from cold

I know it’s tempting to 
remain snuggled under a 
cozy blanket and postpone 
outdoor chores, but this is the 
time more attention needs to 
be placed on creating a safe, 
healthy living environment 
for the horse. 

How? By feeding adequate 
nutrition, ensuring proper 
hoof care and providing pro-
tection from the cold.

Some of that protection:

■ Keep gutters clean of 
debris.

■ Keep water troughs 
clean and putting stock tank 
deicers in to prevent the 
water from freezing. 

All animals require access 
to good drinking water. A lack 
of water often leads to impac-
tion or colic. 

If you lack electricity, then 
take a bucket of warm water 

out to add to the water 
trough at least two to three 
times a day.

■ Keep a salt block avail-
able to encourage drinking 
and help with electrolytes.

■ Make sure to feed qual-
ity hay or alfalfa. 

Hay needs a dry storage 
area and to be free of mold. 
Moldy hay causes all sorts of 
respiratory problems and can 

lead to colic or death.
■ Clean and spray frog or 

inside of hoofs with Pam, 
Vaseline or some sort of oil 
daily to prevent snow from 
balling up in the hoof. This 
prevents snow impaction 
from bruising the coffin bone. 

Be careful to avoid getting 
grease on the metal shoes, 
which would increase slip-
ping and sliding in the snow. 

You can also partially fill 
the sole Equi Pak to help 
keep out snow, plus it acts a 
cushion. View product and 
application method at www.
vettec.com.

■ Try to keep stalls and/or 
run-in shelters as dry and 
free of snow and ice as possi-
ble. 

To prevent traumatic inju-
ries such as bruises, sprains 
and lacerations caused by 
slipping or falling on ice or 
slushy snow, keep walkways 
shoveled, salted or sanded.

I use water softener pel-
lets, which don’t seem to 
harm the hoofs. 

Whenever possible, avoid 
walking your horse over ice 
or other potentially slippery 
areas.

■ Be prepared for power 
outages by having plenty of 
food for your animals (and 
yourself), flashlights and bat-
teries and plenty of water on 
hand — that means keeping 
your water troughs full, along 
with any extra buckets you 
have.

May we all have a safe, 
warm and healthy winter.

________

Karen Griffiths’ column, 
Peninsula Horse Play, 
appears every other Wednesday.

If you have a horse event, 
clinic or seminar you would 
like listed, please e-mail Grif-
fiths at  horseplay.kbg@ 
olympus.net at least two 
weeks in advance. 

You can also write Grif-
fiths at PDN, P.O. Box 1330, 
Port Angeles, WA 98362.

Old, shoddy shelters unsafe in the snow

Several horses were trapped inside, and a few outside, this barn after four feet of 
snow slipped off the metal roof. Thankfully none was injured. Caution is advised for 
all owners, especially those with older or slipshod shelters.

Karen
Griffi ths

PENINSULA HORSEPLAY

Clallam County

Port Angeles — all ages

Monday through Friday

Boys & Girls Club, Mount 
Angeles Unit — 2620 S. Francis 
St.; $24 a year, membership fee; 
club hours 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Activi-
ties include pool, chess, pentathlon 
trials, 4-H fun, drawing classes, 
tutoring, SMART Moves resistance 
education. Call 360-417-2831 to 
register.

Thursday

Happy New Year!

Port Angeles — Preschool

Monday and Wednesday

Pre-K Zone — Toys, playing 
equipment, open gym, 10 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m., Vern Burton Commu-
nity Center, 308 E. Fourth St. The 
cost is $1 per child per visit.

Port Angeles — 
elementary

Monday through Friday

After-school program — Spon-
sored by Port Angeles Parks and 
Recreation, 2:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m., 
Franklin School and Jefferson 
School; $35 per week. Call 360-
417-4550 for registration informa-
tion. 

Port Angeles — 
middle school

Monday through Thursday

Y House — 723 E. Fourth St.; 
open 3 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for ages 
13 to 19. Call 360-417-3776 for 
information.

Port Angeles — 
high school

Monday through Thursday

Y House — 723 E. Fourth St.; 
open 3 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for ages 
13 to 19. Call 360-417-3776 for 
information.

Sequim — all ages

Monday

Olympic Peninsula Karate 
Association — Freestyle karate 
for all ages, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., 
Boys & Girls Club, 400 W. Fir St.

Monday through Friday

Boys & Girls Club, Kendall 
Unit — 400 W. Fir St.; membership 
fee; club hours 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. Call 
360-683-8095 to register.

Tuesday

Sequim Woodcarvers — 
7 p.m., wood shop, Sequim Middle 

School, 301 Hendrickson Road. 
Call 360-683-6803 for information.

Sequim — high school

Thursday

Happy New Year!

West End — all ages

Tuesday 

Royal Rangers — Outpost 124, 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., Assembly of 
God Church, 81 Huckleberry Lane, 
Forks. 360-374-6909.

West End — middle 
school

Monday through Friday

VOICES Teen Center — For 
ages 12 to 18; open 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m., 945 S. Forks Ave., Forks. 
Pool, Foosball, video arcade, shuf-
fleboard, dancing and more. Alco-
hol- and drug-free.

West End — high school

Monday through Friday

VOICES Teen Center — For 
ages 12 to 18; open 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m., 945 S. Forks Ave., Forks. 
Pool, Foosball, video arcade, shuf-
fleboard, dancing and more. Alco-
hol- and drug-free.

Jefferson County

Thursday

Happy New Year!

Monday

Youth Teller Troupe — For 
fourth and fifth graders, 3:45 p.m. 
to 5:45 p.m., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1120 Walker St., Port 
Townsend.

High school

Monday through Friday

Tri-Area Teen Resource Cen-
ter — Provides games, activities, 
social context for teens, 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m., behind Chimacum High 
School.

■ This calendar, which is pub-
lished on Wednesday, lists activi-
ties for youth of all ages free of 
charge. Submissions must be 
received at least a week in advance. 
Send information by U.S. mail to 
PDN News, P.O. Box 1330, Port 
Angeles, WA 98362 or fax it to 
360-417-3521. 

Drop information off at the news 
assistants’ desk at the Port Ange-
les office, 305 W. First St., or call 
360-417-3527 or 800-826-7714, 
Ext. 227. Items also can be dropped 
off at the Sequim office, 150 S. 
Fifth Ave., or the Port Townsend 
news office, 1939 E. Sims Way.

Online, send information via 
e-mail to news@peninsuladaily
news.com.

Youth CalendarYouth Calendar Briefl y . . . Briefl y . . .
Saturday art 
walk slated 
in Quilcene

QUILCENE — The First 
Saturday Art Walk will be 
held in Quilcene from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday.

Refreshments will be 
served at Olympic Art Gal-
lery, at U.S. Highway 101 and 
Washington Street; the Quil-
cene Gallery, at Highway 101 
and Church Street; and Col-
lectables and Local Art, 
294773 Highway 101. 

Paintings by artist Dean 
Nelson will be featured at 
Olympic Art Gallery.

For more information, 
phone 360-765-0200, e-mail 
info@olympicartgallery.com or 
click on www.olympicart
gallery.com.

Public AAUW meeting
PORT TOWNSEND — The 

public is invited to attend a 
meeting of the AAUW Port 
Townsend on Jan. 17.

Kristina Meyer will pro-
vide an overview of the field 
of community foundation phi-
lanthropy and the Jefferson 
County Community Founda-
tion.

The meeting will be held 
at the Port Townsend Yacht 
Club, 2503 Washington St., at 
10 a.m.

AAUW membership is 
open to women who hold an 
associate’s degree, equivalent 
or higher from a qualified 
educational institution. 

For more information, 
phone 360-379-1904 or click 
on www.aauwpt.org.

Veterans outreach
PORT ANGELES — The 

Disabled American Veterans 
will hold a veterans benefit 
outreach at the Port Angeles 
Public Library, 2210 S. Pea-
body St., from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Jan. 8.

Veterans and their fami-
lies will receive assistance 
with benefit applications.

Boating meeting
SEQUIM — The public is 

invited to attend the North 
Olympic Sail & Power Squad-
ron’s meeting at the Cedars 
at Dungeness, 1965 Woodcock 
Road, on Jan. 12.

A social gathering will 
begin at 5 p.m., followed by 
dinner, a meeting and pro-
gram at 6 p.m.

Gerald Decker will give a 
presentation on global posi-
tioning systems.

There will also be updates 
on the squadron’s winter 
class schedules for boaters 
and the 2009 cruise schedule.

To make reservations or 
for more information, phone 
Pam Kauffman at 360-681-
8067.

Senior scholarships
High school seniors gradu-

ating in 2009 are invited to 
apply for Soroptimist Noon 
Club scholarships.

Applications and scholar-
ship notebooks are due by 
Jan. 12.

Forms are available in the 
counseling offices at Port Ange-
les High School, Crescent High 
School and Lincoln School.

Home school and private 
school students may obtain 
applications by calling Barbara 
Cammack at 360-928-3197.

Weight-loss seminar
SEQUIM — Sequim 

author Leslie Van Romer will 
present a free, two-part 
weight-loss seminar based on 
her new book, Getting into 
Your Pants, in January.

The seminar is called “Kiss 
Yo-Yo Diets and Fat Goodbye 
— Forever!”

The first class will be held 
at The Lodge, 660 Evergreen 
Farm Way, from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. on Jan. 12.

The second session will be 
held on Jan. 19.

Seating is limited. 
To reserve a space or for 

more information, phone 360-
683-8844 or e-mail katy@
drleslievanromer.com.

Van Romer will also hold a 
weight-loss support group at 
415 N. Sequim Ave. at 1 p.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. each Wednes-
day in January.

Dance lessons
PORT ANGELES — West-

ern dance lessons and line 
dancing lessons will be held 
at the Vern Burton Commu-
nity Center, 308 E. Fourth 
St., beginning in January.

Western dance lessons will 
be held at 7 p.m. each 
Wednesday from Jan. 7 
through Feb. 25.

Cost for the eight-week 
series is $15 a person.

Line dancing lessons will 

be held at 7 p.m. each Tues-
day beginning Jan. 6.

Cost per class is $2.
For more information, 

phone the Port Angeles Rec-
reation Department at 360-
417-4523.

Two work parties
SEQUIM — The Peninsula 

Trails Coalition will hold two 
work parties in January.

During the first gathering, 
participants will construct a 
fence along the Olympic Dis-
covery Trail in Sequim Bay 
State Park from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon on Jan. 10.

People are encouraged to 
bring work gloves. 

Tools will be supplied.
Those who RSVP by noon 

on Jan. 8 will receive lunch.
To RSVP or for more infor-

mation, phone 360-683-4549 
or e-mail chuckpreble@msn.
com.

During the second work 
party, participants will plant 
flower bulbs along the trail on 
the east side of Sequim from 
10 a.m. to noon on Jan. 17.

Those who RSVP by noon 
on Jan. 15 will receive lunch.

To RSVP or for more infor-
mation, phone 360-681-0420 
or e-mail peripateticme@
hotmail.com.

Coin club meeting
PORT ANGELES — The 

Port Angeles Coin Club will 
meet in the Raymond Carver 
Room at the Port Angeles 
Public Library, 2210 S. Pea-
body St., from 3:30 p.m. to 
5 p.m. on Jan. 10.

For more information, 
phone 360-928-0239.
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Page Turners Etc.
901 S. C Street, Port Angeles, WA 98363

360-417-5055

Open T-F 10:30 - 5:30, Sat 11-4
Always have the coffee/tea on for you!

Over 50,000 Quality Used Books

Terry Smithton, Owner

87313492

Notary Services Email: msterry925@yahoo.com

360-452-7691
2527 E HIGHWAY 101

PORT ANGELES

75275341

BATTERY AND ELECTRICAL
SYSTEM CHECKS

8B
309955

www.mikes-bikes.net
Specialized

Christmas Bikes
for the Whole Family

Gift Cards
Any Amount!!

Winter Hours–Mon.-Fri. 10-5:30; Sat. 10-5

For Kids 5 – 105

8C
318597
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