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SEATTLE — Despite 
the economic downturn, the 
state’s education leaders 
say the time is right for 
improving the way children 
are prepared for kindergar-
ten and beyond.

A draft plan for upgrad-
ing the state’s early learn-
ing system was presented 
to Gov. Chris Gregoire right 
before Thanksgiving and 
released for public comment 
Tuesday. 

The governor had 
requested the plan for 
potential action during the 
2010 Legislature.

It includes a broad range 
of suggestions, including 
some that are free or low-
cost and others that would 
be phased in over the next 
decade. 

The plan covers all 
aspects of preschool life, 
from health and nutrition 
to literacy and special 
needs.

“We have a governor who 
clearly prioritizes our 
youngest learners, and com-
munities who understand 
the incredible amount of 
growth and development 
that happens in a child’s 
earliest years. This plan is a 
road map for coordinating 
the services and programs 
that prepare all kids for 
school and life,” said Wash-
ington Department of Early 
Learning Director Bette 
Hyde.

The plan starts with 
health care for pregnant 
women and extends through 
support for schools, children 
and families in 3rd grade. 
The priorities outlined 
include:

■ Improved training for 
early learning teachers.

■ Better coordination 
for all preschool services 
from day care to health care 
and nutrition.

■ Access by all families 
to high-quality, affordable 
child care and early educa-
tion programs.

■ Support for parents so 
they can reinforce their 
children’s early learning at 
home.

■ A quality rating sys-
tem for preschools through-
out the state so families 

have the information they 
need to make the best 
choices for their children.

■ All students being 
able to read by the end of 
3rd grade.

One theme of the plan is 
to make the many state 
services for young children 
fit together more seam-
lessly, Hyde said.

“A lot of what is in the 
plan is already happening 
around the state — we need 
to coordinate and align 
investments and efforts,” 
said Nina Auerbach, presi-
dent and CEO of Thrive by 
Five, a public-private part-
nership for early learning.

Seeking funding

Auerbach said the plan 
includes new ideas for using 

existing federal dollars and 
applying for grants and 
matching dollars from pri-
vate organizations.

“We are very much aware 
that we have to start cau-
tiously, looking at ways to 
use dollars more creatively,” 
she said.

State schools’ chief 
Randy Dorn, the third 
leader of the project with 
Hyde and Auerbach, said 
the key to the plan is taking 
a longer view and under-
standing that the payoff 
from good school prepara-
tion is high school gradua-
tion and college and career 
success.

The draft plan is open to 
public comment through 
March 2010.

It can be found at http://
tinyurl.com/earlylearn.

Thomas George
Duval
April 27, 1953 — Nov. 25, 2009

Thomas George Duval 
died in his Port Angeles 
home of coronary artery 
disease. He was 56.

Services: Saturday, Dec. 
5, 10 a.m., memorial in 
Drennan-Ford Funeral 
Home, 260 Monroe Road, 
Port Angeles.

www.drennanford.com

Rita E. Keisling
Feb. 15, 1958 — Nov. 27, 2009

Port Angeles resident 
Rita E. Keisling died in 
Olympic Medical Center of 
heart failure. She was 51.

Services: Monday, Dec. 
7, 8:30 a.m., Funeral Mass 
in Queen of Angels Catholic 
Church, 209 W. 11th St., 
Port Angeles. The Rev. 
Reynaldo Yu will preside. 

Inurnment will be in St. 
Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, 
Port Townsend. 

Drennan-Ford Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements.

www.drennanford.com

John L. Landt
Jan. 13, 1920 — Nov. 17, 2009

John L. Landt, 89, died 
in Sequim of cancer.

Services: None. Linde 
Family Funeral Service, 
Sequim, was in charge of 
cremation.

Mary Ann Jackson
Madison
Dec. 25, 1942 — Nov. 28, 2009

LaPush resident Mary 
Ann Jackson Madison, 66, 

died of cancer in Virginia 
Mason Medical Center, 
Seattle. 

Services: Saturday, Dec. 
5, 10 a.m., celebration of life 
in the LaPush Community 
Center (the old gym). Tom 
Jackson will officiate. 

After burial in Quileute 
Cemetery, there will be a 
dinner at the community 
center. 

H a r p e r - R i d g e v i e w 
Funeral Chapel, Port Ange-
les, is in charge of arrange-
ments.

www.harper-ridgeview
funeralchapel.com

Alta Eunice (Brown)
Fountain Mathews
July 1, 1908 — Nov. 30, 2009

Port Angeles resident 
Alta Eunice (Brown) Foun-
tain Mathews died of age-
related causes at age 101.

Services: Thursday, 
Dec. 3, 2 p.m., memorial in 
First United Methodist 
Church, 110 E. Seventh St., 
Port Angeles. The Rev. Jo 
Anne Olson will officiate. 

Burial in Mount Angeles 
Memorial Park, U.S. High-
way 101 and Monroe Road, 
Port Angeles, will follow the 
service. 

H a r p e r - R i d g e v i e w 
Funeral Chapel, Port Ange-
les, is in charge of arrange-
ments.

www.harper-ridgeview
funeralchapel.com
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IT TAKES PATIENCE 
to train a horse well, and 
even more persistence to 
become an accomplished 
competitor in Performance 
Horse events. 

Why? Because it is an 
exacting sport in which 
each step, each gait and 
each muscle moved is 
closely examined by the 
show horse judge. 

Performance classes are 
held in both Western and 
English disciplines, in lev-
els from beginning novice 
to the very advanced pro-
fessional. 

In essence, the perfor-
mance horse itself is 
judged by how smooth and 
light it responds to the rid-
er’s cue and executes tasks. 

Riders are judged by 
how effectively they’ve 
trained their horse to 
respond to subtle cues, if 
their own movements are 
fluid and on the overall 
look and attire of both 
horse and riders.

It’s a skill and look that 
Port Angeles rider Kyle 
Ellis, 28, relishes. He 
enjoys dressing in various 
polished styles so much 
he’s been able to make 
career and owns Steppin’ 
Out Salon in Port Angeles.

I first noticed Kyle sev-
eral years ago when he was 
17 and a novice rider com-
peting at local 4-H events. 

Outside the show ring, 
he stood out as a quiet and 
gentle teen, yet inside the 

ring his 
veneer bore 
a look of 
fierce deter-
mination to 
win.

Now 28, 
Kyle is one 
of the 
state’s top 
amateur 
competitors. 

He rides both English 
and Western, and just 
placed first in English 
Pleasure Junior and Senior, 
plus Horse and Road Hack, 
for the Washington State 
Horseman Association on 
Nov.13 in Spokane.

At the WSH year-end 
awards, Kyle and his horse, 
DandyShuJet (Jet), also 
earned second in Show-
manship, third in English 
Pleasure Open, fourth in 
Hunter Seat Equitation 
Senior Amateur, fourth in 
Advanced English Pleasure, 
fourth in English Pleasure 
Hunter Type Senior, fourth 
in Quarter Horse Halter, 
fourth in Quarter Horse 
Hunter Under Saddle, sixth 
in Stock Seat/Western/
Reining Seat Equitation 
Senior Amateur and sixth 
in Trail Horse E/W Senior 
Amateur.

Points for Washington 
State Horseman are tallied 
throughout the year from 
horse shows across the 

state, and the best of eight 
shows are counted toward 
the year-end awards.

Kyle and Jet also com-
peted at the local level in 
the Olympic Peninsula 
Zone Club and were 
awarded the following tro-
phies for the year 2009: 
High Point Senior Exhibi-
tor sponsored by Airport 
Garden, High Point Eng-
lish Horse Senior to Ride, 
OPZ Champion Amateur 
sponsored by the Winters 
family and High Point All 
Around Quarter Horse 

sponsored by the Rentas 
family.

Phew! How does he do it 
and why?

He says he started rid-
ing at 16 when he mother 
drove him to a horse barn 
to get his mind on things 
other than school.

“My mom loves horses. 
It didn’t take long for her 
interest in horses to 
become an interest of mine, 
also,” says Kyle.

He credits his first 
trainer, Vicki Foote, and 
current trainers Wendy 

and Justin Petersen, 
owners of JusWen Farm, 
for helping him perfect his 
winning style.

While most riders focus 
on either Western or Eng-
lish, Kyle rides both, say-
ing, “A person like myself 
needs to challenge myself, 
to push to try something 
different. That’s why I ride 
both English and Western, 
along with and a bunch of 
other styles.”

His horse seems to enjoy 
the challenge, too, and has 
learned to correspond his 

actions with what type of 
saddle or bit he wears.

“I find Performance 
Horse riding to be a chal-
lenging sport, the same as 
those playing basketball or 
football do. We’re out com-
peting against different 
people and trying to win 
first place, just like trying 
to throw the football as far 
as one can and hopefully 
winning the game.”

He says nothing feels 
better to him than having 
a “good ride, having fun 
doing it and hopefully take 
home the championship.”

His parents both ride, 
but when it comes to show-
ing, the family is focused 
on helping Kyle win.

“We travel to shows 
around the state as a 
team,” says Kyle of the 20 
to 30 shows a year they 
travel to. 

“We laugh, lose a lot of 
sleep, meet some great peo-
ple and just have a great 
time.” 

Kyle welcomes people to 
drop by his salon anytime 
they want to learn more 
about riding and showing 
performance horses.

________
Karen Griffiths’ column, Pen-

insula Horseplay, appears every 
other Wednesday.

If you have a horse event, clinic 
or seminar you would like listed, 
please e-mail Griffiths at horse 
play.kbg@olympus.net at least two 
weeks in advance. You can also 
write Griffiths at PDN, P.O. Box 
1330, Port Angeles, WA 98362.

Karen
Griffi ths

PENINSULA HORSEPLAY

Peninsula rider performs in skill, style

Kyle Ellis rides his horse, DandyShuJet. The pair won first place in 
English Pleasure Junior and Senior plus Horse and Road Hack by the 
Washington State Horseman Association on Nov. 13 in Spokane. 

MABEL CLAIRE 
(KAY) SHAW

January 5, 1904
November 16, 2009

Kay Shaw passed 
away peacefully Novem-
ber 16, 2009, shortly 
before her 106th birthday 
at an adult care home in 
Marysville, Washington. 
Burial in Camas, Wash-
ington.

Mabel Claire (Kay) 
Shaw was born January 
5, 1904, in South Bend, 
Washington, the oldest of 
five girls born to Ira Dun-
can and Clara Dell (Little) 
Wills. 

Clara Dell lived to 104 
years, Claire to 105 years, 
sisters Thelma 100 years, 
Beryl 101 years, IlaMac 
92 years and Maxine 82 
years.

Claire’s early years 
were spent in the Mid-
west, where she gradu-
ated high school in Alvo, 
Nebraska, in 1922. 

She started working in 
her uncle’s bank and 
attended the University of 
Nebraska. She moved 
west where she attended 
the University of Oregon 
in Business Administration 

and Portland State Col-
lege. 

Claire married school 
sweetheart, Marlvey 
Lewis, on March 2, 1925, 
in Eugene Oregon. He 
died after 35 years of 
marriage in 1960.

Claire worked in bank-
ing with Seattle-First 
National in Camas and 
Vancouver, Washington, 
for 33 years, from 1928 
until her retirement in 
1961, at various positions 
including assistant man-
ager. 

M. Claire Lewis was a 
member and past official 
for several bank and busi-

ness groups and appears 
in Who’s Who of Ameri-
can Women in 1961-1962.

Claire married second 
to George Shaw on Sept. 
2, 1961, and lived in Anti-
och, California. They trav-
eled to many places 
around the world. 

She became a geneal-
ogist and researched fam-
ily history around the U.S., 
Canada and U.K. Her 
research enabled many to 
join the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 

George died after 37 
years of marriage in 1998. 

She is preceded in 
death by her two hus-
bands and daughter and 
son-in-law, Claire and 
Lewis Sample.

She is survived by two 
grandsons, Tony (Kathy) 
Sample of Port Angeles 
and Tim (Barbara) Sam-
ple of Gaston, Oregon; 
and two great-grandchil-
dren, Amy (Max) Ward of 
London, England, and 
Zachary Sample of Bris-
bane, Australia. 

At special thank you to 
Beverly Eddy for looking 
after the Aunties, Rose for 
providing caring homes, 
and Emily for her loving 
care.

Death and Memorial Notice

Ms. Shaw

■ North Olympic Peninsula Obituar-
ies chronicle a person’s life as written by 
the PDN news staff. These appear at a 
nominal cost according to the length of the 
obituary; photos and ornamental insignia 
are welcome.

A convenient form to guide you is avail-
able at 
area mortuaries or by downloading at 
www.peninsuladailynews.com under “Obit-
uary Forms.”

■ Death and Memorial Notice, in 
which the deceased’s obituary appears as 
a separately boxed item as a paid adver-
tisement, is written in the family’s own 

words. It might even include a prayer, 
poem or special message. Photos are wel-
come.

Call 360-417-3556 Monday through Fri-
day for further information.

■ Death Notices, in which summary 
information about the deceased, including 
service information and mortuary, appear 
once at no charge. No biographical or fam-
ily information or photo is included.

A form for death notices appears at 
www.peninsuladailynews.com under “Obit-
uary Forms.”

For further information, call 360-417-
3528.

Remembering a LifetimeRemembering a Lifetime

Death NoticesDeath Notices

North Olympic 
Peninsula 

Obituaries and 
Death Notices 
appear online 

at 

www.peninsula 
dailynews.com

State outlines preschool learning

• 457-1210 • 683-4020 • 374-5678 • 260 Monroe Road, Port Angeles, WA 98362
Visit our Website: www.drennanford.comemail: info@drennanford.com

9
A
1
2
2
2
6
5

Voted 1st Place
2008 & 2009

Best Funeral Home

in Clallam County

In Memory of 

Eloise Morrison
The family of Eloise Morrison would like to thank 
the Reverend Joey Olson for the lovely memorial 
service & the First United Methodist Church women 
for the refreshments they served.
We also want to thank Dr. Larry Gordon for his 
many years of care given to our mother and the 
special caregivers at the Crestwood Convalescent 
Center for the times she was in your care. We 
appreciate the special TLC she received there under 
your care.
Also, we would like to thank all the friends & Lady 
Lions ladies for the many visits & cards sent to her 
while she was there. It meant the world to her.

Daughters
Jerry Love & Jackie LeDoux
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