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‘Social Dance’ 
classes set 
every Tuesday 

SEQUIM — “Social 
Dance” classes are 
instructed by Pam and 
Derek Perkins at Sequim 
Prairie Grange Hall, 290 
Macleay Road, every Tues-
day. 

Beginning classes are 
held from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
followed by one-hour inter-
mediate classes.

Typical dances include 
waltz, fox trot, swing, cha 
cha and rumba, with a new 
dance started every month. 

The next session will 
begin Sept. 8.

Cost is $7 per class, per 
week.

People with experience 
in the beginners class may 
attend both classes for $10. 

Private classes are 
available by arrangement.  

For more information, 
phone 360-582-0738 or 
e-mail keendancer@q.com.

Three concerts
PORT TOWNSEND — 

The 51-piece Port 
Townsend Summer Band 
will conclude its 17th con-
cert season with three con-
certs on Aug. 22, 29 and 30.

Scheduled concerts are: 
Port Townsend Community 
Center, 620 Tyler St., at 
the Uptown Fair, 11 a.m., 
Aug. 22; Fort Flagler State 
Park, 3 p.m., Aug. 29; and 
Chetzemoka Park, 900 
Jackson St., 3 p.m. Aug. 30.

Selections for the con-
certs on Aug. 29 and 30 will 
include the overture to the 
“Merry Wives of Windsor,” 
polka from “The Red Hat 
Triptych,” “Lassus Trom-
bone,” “Steeplechase Galop,” 
“Hymn and Triumphal 
March” from the opera 
“Aïda,” Paso Doble “Gallito,” 
the hymn “Just A Closer 
Walk with Thee,” “Big Band 
Showcase,” the march “On 
the Square” and three 
marches by John Philip 
Sousa, including “Stars and 

Stripes Forever.”
Participants should 

bring chairs to sit on.

Project assistance
Applications are now 

being accepted for the Jef-
ferson County Master Gar-
deners Foundation’s third 
round of grants, scholar-
ships and training assis-
tance for 2009.

The deadline is Sept. 1. 
Examples of acceptable 

projects include the estab-
lishment or growth of a 
community garden, obtain-
ing materials for a com-
posting class for grade-
school children or attend-
ing an advanced course on 
organic food production. 

Students accepted into 
accredited two- or four-year 
degree programs will 
receive $1,000 scholarships.

Grants and training 
assistance awards range 
from $100 to $1,000 each. 

For scholarships and 
training assistance, appli-
cants must be residents of 
Jefferson County. 

Awards will be 
announced Oct. 10. 

To obtain an application 
or for more information, 
phone Shirley Williams at 
360-385-2019 or click 
on tinyurl.com/jeffco
-applications. 

Bachelor’s degrees
ELLENSBURG — 

These North Olympic Pen-
insula residents have 
received bachelor’s degrees 
from Central Washington 
University:

■ Port Angeles — 
Lauren Anderson, cum 
laude, public relations; 
Rebecca Thompson, recre-
ation and tourism.

■ Port Hadlock — 
Melanie Lockhart, journal-
ism.

■ Port Ludlow — Ash-
ley Gilmore, philosophy; 
David Hartness, elemen-
tary education; Cassandra 
Lea, art; Ashley Gilmore, 
business administration.

■ Port Townsend — 
Madison Laughbon-Olm-
sted, sociology.

■ Sequim — Rachel 
Tisdale, family and con-
sumer studies; Trevor 
Dropp, law and justice; 
Rondale West, summa cum 
laude, psychology; and 
Daniel Tenneson, para-
medic program.

Family retreat
NEAH BAY — The 

Baha’is of the Makah Res-
ervation will sponsor 
“Unity in Diversity,” a fam-
ily retreat, at Hobuck 
Beach Campground from 
Friday through Sunday.

Activities will begin at 
7 p.m. Friday and conclude 
at noon Sunday.

Members of the public 
are invited to register.

Cost is $15 for adults, 
$10 for children ages 11 to 
14 and free for children 
younger than 11.

Attendees will receive a 
free salmon bake dinner at 
5 p.m. Saturday.

Cost for camping is $15 
per night for up to four 
people.

Discussion group
SEQUIM — The 

Sequim Great Decisions 
Discussion Group will meet 
at the Sequim Public 
Library, 630 N. Sequim 

Ave., from 10 a.m. to noon 
Friday, Aug. 21.

The discussion topic, 
“The Arab World in 21st 
Century,” is taken from the 
Foreign Policy Association’s 
“Great Decisions 2009” 
publication and current 
articles in Foreign Affairs 
magazine. 

New members are 
invited.

For more information, 
phone 360-683-9622, e-mail 
jcpollock@olypen.com or 
click on www.fpa.org/
info-url_nocat4728.
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A FEW WEEKENDS 
ago I ventured out on a 
trail ride with my horse, 
Indy, or as he’s now affec-
tionately called, Indy 500, 
after bucking me off and 
racing around an arena a 
couple months ago.

My friend, Zorina “Z” 
Barker, and I accompa-
nied members of the Penin-
sula Chapter’s Backcountry 
Horsemen on a striking 
12-mile ride along and 
through the Bogachiel 
River south of Forks.

On our first of several 
river crossings, one rider 
dismounted in an attempt 
to lead her balking horse 
across the river. 

I don’t think she real-
ized how difficult and slow 
her crossing would be 
while maneuvering over 
the slippery moss-covered 
river rocks. 

It didn’t take long before 
her horse grew impatient 
and began dragging her up 
river while she doggedly 
held on to a rein.

No one wants to chance 
letting their horse loose on 
a trail. 

The horse might run off. 
In this instance, the 

rider had to let go and the 
horse trotted along up the 
river a bit. 

Apparently, he wasn’t 
having much fun without 
dragging his master behind 
him, so he stopped and 
went back to inspect his 
drenched master. 

Was it just my imagina-
tion, or was he standing 
there laughing at his 
owner?

The group continued 
meandering up the narrow 
trail covered with a canopy 
of gorgeous, moss covered 
trees.

“I can’t believe how 
beautiful this area is, and 
how privileged we are to be 
able to experience this,” I 
said to Kat Sample.

She agreed. 
The rainforest is stun-

ning. 
The downside is the 

region’s damp, shady trails 
are also home to a large 
array of flying insects — 
including mosquitoes and 
wasps. 

For some reason, wasps 
like to build area their 
nests under the trail’s dirt.

The horses quickly 

learned 
when some-
one yelled, 
“Bees,” they 
were to 
break into a 
“wasp trot” 
to get away 
from area.

Sadly, 
several 
horses and 

riders got stung during the 
day.

The ride was mostly 
uphill. 

After a few hours, Indy 
was drenched in sweat, 
causing his cinch to loosen.

At one point, he stopped 
on the trail to use his teeth 
in an angry attempt to 
remove something irritat-
ing his left front ankle.

As he did, I attempted 
to center the saddle on his 
back. 

I had a feeling I should 
get off to tighten his cinch. 

I ignored it. 
After a few hours in the 

saddle, my body was start-
ing to ache. 

I didn’t feel like getting 
off to tighten his cinch.

Then Cheryl Acorn 
came up behind me on her 
horse and mentioned how 
crooked my saddle was.

“Yeah, I better get off to 
tighten his cinch,” I 
groaned. 

With Indy at a stand-
still I was about to dis-
mount. 

Then someone from 
behind yelled, “Bees!” Indy 
tried to jump into a trot.

My attempt to keep 
Indy standing still only 
resulted in him circling. 

His sharp turns to the 
right caused the loose sad-
dle to slide to his side.

Indy did a little crow-
hop, and I found myself flat 
on my backside.

When I heard Indy 
scrambling on rocks to stay 
upright, I lifted my head 
up just in time to see him 
lose his footing.

I flattened my body out 
as much as possible, trying 
to make myself as one with 
the Earth while I watched 
his body tumble down on 
me.

In the past, a friend 
accused me of spoiling 

Indy, and turning him into 
a mama’s boy.

I guess he was right, 
because as I lay on the 
ground for a second, I was 
cradling my boy in my 
arms.

Yep, my 16-hand, 1,600-
pound horse fell on me.

Later I joked I had told 
my boy to, “come here for a 
hug from mama.”

As he stood up I felt 
Indy’s metal shoe graze my 
right ankle. 

I heard voices telling me 
not to move or get up, but I 
sat up anyway.

I heard Larry Bay-
singer ask if I wanted to 
be airlifted out.

“No, I’m OK, just sore.”
I have to thank Cheryl 

Acorn for holding Indy 
while I re-saddled and 
helping me find a stump to 
climb back in the saddle.

It wasn’t long before we 
reached the river again 
and someone suggested it 
was a good place to stop for 
lunch, and then turn 
around for home

During the ride back, Z 
and I stayed way back 
behind the others. 

I was starting to hurt, 
so I needed to avoid any 
“wasp trots” and keep Indy 
walking a slow pace, which 
he did. 

I think he was a bit sore 
after the fall, too.

At the final river cross-
ing, we were surprised to 
see Larry washing down 
his horse, which was soak-
ing wet and standing still 
with his head down.

Turns out while cross-
ing, the two stumbled into 
some sort of sand bog and 
the horse had fallen in 
head first. Larry was busy 
as a bee trying to wash 
sand out of the horse’s 
nose, mouth, ears and eyes. 

As for Z and me, we 
were the last to arrive back 
at the horse trailers. 

While Z volunteered to 
take care of both horses I 
collapsed in the back of my 
truck and tried to kick my 
boots off.

With a last big tug, I 
found myself looking down 
at a huge swollen ankle 
that had already turned 
beautiful shades of blue.

Other than a slight frac-

ture in my right ankle, and 
a slather of bruises, I con-
sider myself fortunate to 
have come out relatively 
unhurt and ready to ride 
again. 

Although, on second 
thought, I think I’ll wait a 
few weeks more before I 
swing my overweight, mid-
dle-aged leg over Indy 500’s 
back again.

Events

■ Aug. 16, 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Mini Beats play day 
at Freedom Farms. Young 
ones learn balance and 
confidence through horse 
games. Located at 493 
Spring Road, Port Angeles. 

Phone 360 457 4897 or 
e-mail freedomf@olypen.
com.

■ Aug. 20 to 23, Clal-
lam County Fair.

■ Aug. 29, 30, Penin-
sula Junior Rodeo at Clal-
lam County Fairgrounds. 

Contact Jamie at 360-
452-8491.

■ OPZ performance 
show at Baker Stables on 
Sept.6 is canceled. 

For more information, 

phone 360-457-6039 or 
e-mail bakerstablespa@
gmail.com.

■ Oct. 25, Baker Sta-
bles, 164 Four Winds Road 
in Port Angeles, first 
schooling show of the sea-
son, plus the costume class. 

Visit www.bakerstable 
spa.net.

■ Backcountry Horse-
men Peninsula Chapter 
meetings are held the 4th 
Monday of each month at 6 
p.m. at Clallam County 
Fairgrounds kitchen. 

Contact Marc Reinert-
son at almostaranch@
olympus.net.

■ BCH Buckhorn 
Range Chapter meetings 
are held the second Thurs-
day of the month. 

Contact Bob Hoyle at 
360-531-2337.

________
Karen Griffiths’ column, Pen-

insula Horseplay, appears every 
other Wednesday.

If you have a horse event, clinic 
or seminar you would like listed, 
please e-mail Griffiths at horse-
play.kbg@olympus.net at least two 
weeks in advance. You can also 
write Griffiths at PDN, P.O. Box 
1330, Port Angeles, WA 98362.

PeninsulaNorthwest

‘Wasp trot’ gets best of horse, rider
Karen
Griffi ths

PENINSULA HORSEPLAY
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Backcountry Horsemen member Larry Baysinger leads a trail ride through Olympic National Park 
in July. The trail wove through moss-covered trees and ferns and included several crossings 
through the Bogachiel River.
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(360) 683-3348
www.sherwoodassistedliving.com

Assisted Living
With A Difference!

85309527

AWARD WINNING
SALAD BAR!

1527 E. FIRST, PORT ANGELES
OPENS 4:30PM DAILY

360-457-4113

MENU

Slow-Roasted
PRIME RIB

served daily
WHILE IT LASTS!

FRESH LOCAL
SEAFOOD

CASUAL FARE MENU
Fish & Chips • 1⁄2lb Burgers

Pasta Dishes

EMPLOYEE
OF THE MONTH!
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JORDAN
CORRIELL

Celebrating our 35th year!

Kids Welcome!

HAPPY HOUR
MON-FRIDAY

4:30-6:30

FAVORITE MENU 
ITEMS:

Seafood Bubble
Chicken 

Bushwhacker

9
1

3
2

3
0

2
1

Port Angeles Hardwood LLC
333 Eclipse Industrial Pkwy

Port Angeles, WA 98363
Tel: (360) 452-6041 • Fax: (360) 417-6805

WANTED: Your Alder & Maple Sawlogs
Contact Vail Case at 460-1661

we accept delivery at our Port Angeles Millyard

Get
home delivery.

Call 360-452-4507
or 800-826-7714

www.peninsuladailynews.com
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