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SUNRISE, SUNSET. 
SWIFTLY fly the years. 

Seems like it was just yester-
day when Agnew’s Sam and 
Donna Parks were seen hauling 
their young children to barrel 
races and junior rodeos. 

At the time, Papa Sam was 
more interested in roping off his 
horses than barrel racing. 

After their children grew up 
and moved away to forge their 
adult lives, Sam and Donna, who 
is a recently retired mail carrier, 
continued to play pivotal roles in 
running and organizing the 
annual Peninsula Junior Rodeo 
held at Clallam County Fair-
grounds.

During the past 10 years, 
Sam, who is a lineman for Clal-
lam County PUD, got hooked on 
the adrenaline rush of racing in 
timed patterned speed horse 
events, wrangling times fast 
enough to consistently place him 
in the top 10 of his division — 
and qualifying him to compete at 
the Patterned Speed Horse Asso-
ciation state finals and the inter-
state competition against Oregon 
several years in a row.

Naturally, soon after grandson 
Duncan was born, Grandpa joy-
fully shared his passion for 
horses by holding the boy on the 
back of his own pony, and then 
another pony, whenever he got 
the chance. 

It took a couple years to find 
to find a pony good-natured 
enough for Sam to trust Duncan 
on to ride by himself.

Duncan began been competing 
in PSHA events two years ago. 

He started by being led 
through events by his grandpa 
and Super Senior division com-
petitor Sam. 

This summer was the first 
time Duncan started competing 
in events on his own. 

In July, the young rider and 
his pony, Shadow, won their first 
big trophy: high point winner of 
the weekend in the Buckaroo 
Boy division at a show in Maple 
Valley.

“He was so excited!” said 
Grandma Donna.

Donna, who 
runs the con-
cession stand 
at PSHA’s 
Olympic Penin-
sula Region 
shows, said 
Shadow takes 
pretty good 
care of Duncan, 
but the pony 
doesn’t give the 
boy an easy 
walk through 

the course.
The boy has to really hang on 

and guide the pony though 
events. 

That takes courage and perse-
verance.

“We never dreamed that Dun-
can would love riding this so 
much,” said Donna. “We thought 
if Duncan just rode by himself 
this year at a walk, instead of 
being led by Sam, it would be 
great.”

Not to be. This 4-year-old has 
kicked it up to a full (but slow) 
gallop. 

“I believe this all happened 
because Shadow bucked him off 
once and he didn’t get hurt,” said 
Donna of the boy’s confidence in 
riding. 

“He jumped up and 
announced to the crowd, ‘I’m OK, 
I have my helmet on!’”

Of course, everyone cheered 
him on, and now he is addicted to 
riding.”

He also has very supportive 
parents. Dad Jamie Parks joined 
PSHA so he could help work at 
the shows, even attaining his 
timer’s and judge’s card.

Duncan has four buddies he 
hangs with at the shows, ranging 
in age from 4 to 6 years. 

Donna said it’s amazing how 
the little buddies cheer each 
other on. 

At the Maple Valley show, she 
said, another member’s grandson, 
also 4, strode over to their camp 
asking for the “little boy who 
rode the pony,” telling Donna, “I 
just wanted to tell him what a 

great job he is doing.”
“How cool is that?” said 

Donna. 
“Of course, now they are great 

friends. PSHA is just the best 
organization a family with the 
love of horses could be involved 
in.” 

Top-dress

According to Alayne Blickle, 
www.horsesforcleanwater.com, 
between Labor Day and mid-
October is the best time to fertil-
ize your pastures because it will 
help your grass plants get 
through the winter and be more 
productive in the spring.

She says spreading compost 
later in the fall or during the 
winter won’t do any good because 
then grass plants are dormant 
and soils are either frozen or sat-
urated.

Composted horse manure is a 
good fertilizer. Composting kills 
the parasites in manure. 

Spreading raw manure on 
pastures increases the risk your 
horse will ingest the live para-
sites. 

You may want to let it com-
post over the winter and spread 
it next spring.

Events

■ Saturday, 10 a.m., Back-
country Horsemen Peninsula 
Chapter VIP ride at Mount 
Muller. 

Join them the evening before 
and camp in the horse camp.

There are two rides originat-
ing from this trailhead: one to 
the top of Snyder Ridge with 
great views of the Straits and the 
Olympics, and another fairly flat 
trail out to the Rock House and 
back. 

Once on top of Snyder Ridge, 
you also can go west to Kloshe 
Nanitch and back. 

However, be advised that the 
ridge ride is recommended only 
for stock and riders in top condi-
tion. 

This is the group’s annual VIP 
ride, steak potluck dinner and 
auction. 

RSVP to Kat Sample at 457-
0225.

■ Freedom Farm events: Sat-
urday, Hoof Beats Trail ride and 
picnic; Sept. 22-26, cow working 
clinic with Dave Ellis; Oct. 2, 
Harvest Day Farm Tour (bring 
the kids). For more information, 
contact Mary Gallagher at 360- 
457-4897 or freedomf@olypen.
com. Freedom Farm is at 493 
Spring Road, Port Angeles.

■ Oct. 9-10, 9:30 a.m., pat-
terned speed horse show at the 
Crosby arena, 122 Franson Road, 
Port Angeles. Phone Pam Crosby 
360-670-3906.

■ Baker Stables Winter 
Buckle Series schooling shows 
are at 9 a.m. Oct. 31, Nov. 14, 

Feb. 13, March 13 and April 17; 
$6 per class; sign up at the show. 
Located at 164 Four Winds Road 
in Port Angeles; phone 360-460-
7832.

■ Backcountry Horsemen 
Peninsula Chapter meetings are 
the fourth Monday of the month, 
6 p.m.; Clallam County Court-
house; phone Betsy Wyatt 360-
457-3102.

________
Karen Griffiths’ column, Peninsula 

Horseplay, appears every other Wednes-
day.

If you have a horse event, clinic or sem-
inar you would like listed, please e-mail 
Griffiths at horse play.kbg@olympus.net at 
least two weeks in advance. You can also 
write Griffiths at PDN, P.O. Box 1330, Port 
Angeles, WA 98362.

Little guy wins big at summer show
Karen
Griffi ths

PENINSULA HORSEPLAY

Young Duncan Parks, grandson of Agnew’s Sam and 
Donna Parks, proudly holds his high point overall 
Buckaroo Boy division trophy— his first big win with his 
pony, Shadow —  at the Patterned Speed Horse 
Association show in Maple Valley.

PRIMROSE
Primrose is an outgoing female who is full of energy and 

looking for serious love. She is a medium-haired calico with 
wise green eyes. Primrose is star-quality material and gets 
along with other cats.

To see Primrose or other dogs or cats, call the Peninsula 
Friends of Animals, 360-452-0414 (a message phone), or go 
online to www.safehavenPFOA.org.

All PFOA fosterlings have been rescued, vet-checked and 
had their spay/neuter surgeries. A $75 donation is requested 
to help pay for the cost of services.

Pets are also available at the Olympic Peninsula Humane 
Society, 2105 W. Highway 101, Port Angeles, 360-457-8206 
or online at www.olypen.com/cchs or www.petfinder.com; at 
the Jefferson County Animal Shelter, 112 Critter Lane, Port 
Townsend, 360-385-3292 or online at www.co.jefferson.wa.
us/animalservices; at the Welfare for Animals Guild (WAG), 
360-928-9632 (message phone) or online at welfarefor
animalsguild@hotmail.com or by calling the Friends of Forks 
Animals 360-374-9825 (write P.O. Box 2022, Forks 98331).

 Briefl y . . . Briefl y . . .
Single moms 
can seek 
scholarships

PORT ANGELES — 
Applications are available 
for the $1,000 Bright Hay-
good Copsey Scholarship 
for single mothers attend-
ing Peninsula College dur-
ing the 2010-2011 school 
year.

The application deadline 
is Oct. 31.

For more information, 
phone the Peninsula Col-
lege financial aid office at 
360-417-6390 or e-mail 
financialaid@pencol.edu.

Grange flea market
SEQUIM — Sequim 

Prairie Grange, 290 
Macleay Road, will hold a 
Super Flea Market from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday.

Vendors will be located 
inside and outside of the 
grange hall.

Baked goods and other 
food items will be sold.

For more information, 
phone Bob Clark at 360-
683-4431.

Marine committee
PORT ANGELES — 

The Clallam County 

Marine Resources Commit-
tee will meet in the board 
room of the Clallam 
County Courthouse, 223 E. 
Fourth St., at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday.

Attendees should enter 
the meeting room from the 
doors near the bus shelter 
on East Fourth Street.

For more information, 
phone Bob Vreeland at 
360-457-0239.

Car wash Saturday
PORT ANGELES —The 

Port Angeles High School 
Rider Angels Dance Team 
will hold a car wash fund-
raiser at Port Angeles 
Chevron, 601 E. First St., 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday.

The cost is $5 per vehi-
cle, and donations will be 
accepted. 

Proceeds will help the 
dancers with team 
expenses. 

Last chance derby
LAPUSH —  The 

annual Last Chance 
Salmon Derby will be held 
in LaPush on Oct. 2-3.

The entry fee for the 
event is $25 per day.

Cash prizes of $500 for 
the largest coho and chi-
nook catch, $250 for second 

and $100 for third will be 
awarded.

A $100 prize will go to 
the fisherman who lands 
the biggest bottom fish. 

There will be a raffle for 
ticket holders immediately 
following the close of the 
derby.  

Derby tickets can be 
purchased at Swain’s Gen-
eral Store, 602 E. First St. 
in Port Angeles; LaPush 
Marina; Forks Outfitters, 
950 S. Forks Ave., in Forks; 
and the Forks Chamber of 
Commerce office, 1411 S. 
Forks Ave., Forks.

For more information, 
phone 360-374-2531.

Piano recital
PORT ANGELES — 

Tyler Messinger, 8, gave 
his first solo piano recital 
at First Christian Church 
on Aug. 31.

The theme for his recital 
was “Music From Around 
the World.” 

He prepared 16 pieces of 
music from memory and 
narrated his program with 
descriptions or anecdotes 
about each piece and com-
poser.

One of his favorite 
pieces was an arrangement 
of a Japanese composition, 
“Sakura.”

Tyler designed the cover 
of his recital program and 
with the help of his grand-
mother, Margaret Katz, 
baked the cookies for the 
reception.

Kayla Dyment is Tyler’s 
piano teacher. 

His parents are Becky 
Messinger and Justin 
Messinger of Port Angeles.

Concerts wrap up
SEQUIM — The 

Sequim City Band wraps 
its outdoor concert season 
at the James Center for the 
Performing Arts at Carrie 
Blake Park, 202 N. Blake 
Ave., at 3 p.m. Sunday.

The program will 
include “Hoagy Carmichael 
in Concert”; “Red’s White 
and Blue March,” composed 
by Red Skelton; and “Show 
Boat, Selection for Concert 
Band.”

Marches by John Phillip 
Sousa, Harold Bennett, 
E.E. Bagley and Karl L. 
King also will be per-
formed.

Attendees should bring 
chairs or blankets and sun-
glasses.

Membership in the 
Sequim City Band is open 
to all musicians on 
approval of the director. 

Rehearsals are held at 
Swisher Hall, directly 
behind the James Center 
bandstand, from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Mondays.

For more information, 
visit www.sequimcityband.
org or phone Band Director 
Sanford Feibus at 360-683-
2546.
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“Music From Around 
the World” was the 
theme of Tyler 
Messinger’s first solo 
piano recital last 
month.

 Port Angeles Hardwood LLC
 333 Eclipse Industrial Pkwy

 Port Angeles, WA 98363
 Tel: (360) 452-6041 • Fax: (360) 417-6805

 Contact Vail Case at 460-1661
  W E  W I L L  M E E T  O R  B E AT ! W E  W I L L  M E E T  O R  B E AT ! W E  W I L L  M E E T  O R  B E AT !

 065087458

 SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ECONOMY!

 KEEP YOUR ALDER SAWLOGS ON THE PENINSULA!

 532 East First St • Port Angeles • 457-1102

 Drive Safely

 it’s the law • effective june 10

 GO HANDS 
 FREE!

 055084787
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Ask About Our 
New Trade-in 

Policy
360-681-3868 • M-F 10-6; Sat. 10-5

www.mikes-bikes.net
Specialized

Stress-Free™

W W W . P A B A R G A I N W A R E H O U S E . N E T

Excellent Quality 
for 1/3 the price

Available Features:
 

 

 

HUGE 
SAVINGSCorona

$499

RECLINERS

NEW FURNITURE AND 
MATTRESSES

Financing Available

085093755
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